
Smaller authority name: __Barkham Parish Council                   ___________ 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION 
OF UNAUDITED ANNUAL GOVERNANCE 

&ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN 

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2020 
 

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 25, 26 and 27 
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234) 

The Accounts and Audit (Coronavirus) (Amendment) Regulations 2020 (SI 2020/404) 
NOTICE 

 
1. Date of announcement   12th June 2020____________________ 

2. Each year the smaller authority’s Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) needs to be 
reviewed by an external auditor appointed by Smaller Authorities’ Audit Appointments Ltd.  The unaudited 
AGAR has been published with this notice. As it has yet to be reviewed by the appointed auditor, it is 
subject to change as a result of that review.  
Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of theaccounting records for the financial 
year to which the audit relates and all books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other 
documents relating to those recordsmust be made available for inspection by any person interested. For 
the year ended 31 March 2020, these documents will be available on reasonable notice by application to: 
 

Ellen Tims, Clerk,________________________________ 

Barkham Parish Council, Arborfield Green Community Centre, Arborfield, RG2 9ND 

0118 976 2089_________________________ 

clerk@barkham-parishcouncil.org.uk ___ 

commencing on __Monday 15 June 2020_______________________ 

and ending on ___Friday 24 July 2020________________________ 

 
3. Local government electors and their representatives also have: 
 

 The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting records; and 

 The right to make an objection which concerns a matter in respect of which the appointed auditor could 
either make a public interest report or apply to the court for a declaration that an item of account is 
unlawful. Written notice of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the smaller 
authority. 
 

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for this purpose between the 
above dates only. 
 

4. The smaller authority’s AGAR is subject to review by the appointed auditor under the provisions of the 
Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 and the NAO’s Code of 
Audit Practice 2015.  The appointed auditor is: 

 
PKF Littlejohn LLP (Ref: SBA Team) 
15 Westferry Circus 
Canary Wharf 
London E14 4HD 
(sba@pkf-littlejohn.com) 
 

5. This announcement is made by Ellen Tims, Clerk& RFO 
 
 
 



 

LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS 
 

Please note that this summary applies to all relevant smaller authorities, including local 
councils, internal drainage boards and ‘other’ smaller authorities. 
 
The basic position 
 
The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 (the Act) governs the work of auditors appointed to 
smaller authorities. This summary explains the provisions contained in Sections 26 and 27 of the Act. 
The Act, the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 andthe Accounts and Audit (Coronavirus) 
(Amendment) Regulations 2020also cover the duties, responsibilities and rights of smaller authorities, 
other organisations and the public concerning the accounts being audited.  

As a local elector, or an interested person, you have certain legal rights in respect of the accounting 
records of smaller authorities. As an interested person you can inspect accounting records and 
related documents. If you are a local government elector for the area to which the accounts relate you 
can also ask questions about the accounts and object to them. You do not have to pay directly for 
exercising your rights. However, any resulting costs incurred by the smaller authority form part of its 
running costs. Therefore, indirectly, local residents pay for the cost of you exercising your rights 
through their council tax. 

The right to inspect the accounting records 
 
Any interested person can inspect the accounting records, which includes but is not limited to local 
electors. You can inspect the accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and 
all books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records. 
You can copy all, or part, of these records or documents. Your inspection must be about the 
accounts, or relate to an item in the accounts. You cannot, for example, inspect or copy documents 
unrelated to the accounts, or that include personal information (Section 26 (6) – (10) of the Act 
explains what is meant by personal information). You cannot inspect information which is protected by 
commercial confidentiality. This is information which would prejudice commercial confidentiality if it 
was released to the public and there is not, set against this, a very strong reason in the public interest 
why it should nevertheless be disclosed.  
 
When smaller authorities have finished preparing accounts for the financial year and approved them, 
they must publish them (including on a website). There must be a 30 working day period, called the 
‘period for the exercise of public rights’, during which you can exercise your statutory right to inspect 
the accounting records. Smaller authorities must tell the public, including advertising this on their 
website, that the accounting records and related documents are available to inspect. By arrangement 
you will then have 30 working days to inspect and make copies of the accounting records. You may 
have to pay a copying charge. Legislative changes have been made as a result of the 
restrictions imposed by the Coronavirus for the 2019/20 reporting year which mean that there 
is no requirement for a common period for public rights.  The period for the exercise of public 
rights must however commence on or before 1 September 2020. The advertisement must set out 
the dates of the period for the exercise of public rights, how you can communicate to the smaller 
authority that you wish to inspect the accounting records and related documents, the name and 
address of the auditor, and the relevant legislation that governs the inspection of accounts and 
objections.  
 
The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounting records 
 
You should first ask your smaller authority about the accounting records, since they hold all the 
details. If you are a local elector, your right to ask questions of the external auditor is enshrined in law. 
However, while the auditor will answer your questions where possible, they are not always obliged to 
do so. For example, the question might be better answered by another organisation, require 
investigation beyond the auditor’s remit, or involve disproportionate cost (which is borne by the local 
taxpayer). Give your smaller authority the opportunity first to explain anything in the accounting 
records that you are unsure about. If you are not satisfied with their explanation, you can question the 
external auditor about the accounting records.  



The law limits the time available for you formally to ask questions. This must be done in the period for 
the exercise of public rights, so let the external auditor know your concern as soon as possible. The 
advertisement or notice that tells you the accounting records are available to inspect will also give the 
period for the exercise of public rights during which you may ask the auditor questions, which here 
means formally asking questions under the Act. You can ask someone to represent you when asking 
the external auditor questions.  

Before you ask the external auditor any questions, inspect the accounting records fully, so you know 
what they contain. Please remember that you cannot formally ask questions, under the Act, after the 
end of the period for the exercise of public rights. You may ask your smaller authority other questions 
about their accounts for any year, at any time. But these are not questions under the Act.  

You can ask the external auditor questions about an item in the accounting records for the financial 
year being audited. However, your right to ask the external auditor questions is limited. The external 
auditor can only answer ‘what’ questions, not ‘why’ questions. The external auditor cannot answer 
questions about policies, finances, procedures or anything else unless it is directly relevant to an item 
in the accounting records. Remember that your questions must always be about facts, not opinions. 
To avoid misunderstanding, we recommend that you always put your questions in writing.  

The right to make objections at audit 
 
You have inspected the accounting records and asked your questions of the smaller authority. Now 
you may wish to object to the accounts on the basis that an item in them is in your view unlawful or 
there are matters of wider concern arising from the smaller authority’s finances. A local government 
elector can ask the external auditor to apply to the High Court for a declaration that an item of account 
is unlawful, or to issue a report on matters which are in the public interest. You must tell the external 
auditor which specific item in the accounts you object to and why you think the item is unlawful, or 
why you think that a public interest report should be made about it. You must provide the external 
auditor with the evidence you have to support your objection. Disagreeing with income or spending 
does not make it unlawful. To object to the accounts you must write to the external auditor stating you 
want to make an objection, including the information and evidence below and you must send a copy 
to the smaller authority. The notice must include: 
 

 confirmation that you are an elector in the smaller authority’s area; 
 why you are objecting to the accounts and the facts on which you rely; 
 details of any item in the accounts that you think is unlawful; and 
 details of any matter about whichyou think the external auditor should make a public interest 

report. 
 
Other than it must be in writing, there is no set format for objecting. You can only ask the external 
auditor to act within the powers available under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014.  
 
A final word 
 
You may not use this ‘right to object’ to make a personal complaint or claim against your smaller 
authority.  You should take such complaints to your local Citizens’ Advice Bureau, local Law Centre or 
to your solicitor. Smaller authorities, and so local taxpayers, meet the costs of dealing with questions 
and objections.  In deciding whether to take your objection forward, one of a series of factors the 
auditor must take into account is the cost that will be involved, they will only continue with the 
objection if it is in the public interest to do so. They may also decide not to consider an objection if 
they think that it is frivolous or vexatious, or if it repeats an objection already considered. If you appeal 
to the courts against an auditor’s decision not to apply to the courts for a declaration that an item of 
account is unlawful, you will have to pay for the action yourself. 
 

For more detailed guidance on public rights 
and the special powers of auditors, copies of 
the publication Local authority accounts: A 
guide to your rights are available from the NAO 
website. 

 
If you wish to contact your authority’s appointed 
external auditor please write to the address in 
paragraph 4 of the Notice of Public Rights and 
Publication of Unaudited Annual Governance & 
Accountability Return. 



$ection { - Annual Governance Statement 201912A

We acknowledge as the rn*r*bers of:

This Annual Governance Statement was appraved at a
nreeting of the authoriiy on.

r: .

our respon$ibility for ensuring that there is a scund system of internal control, including arrangernsnts for
the prepnr*tion of the Accounting $taternents, We confirm, to the best of our knswledge and belief, with
respect to the Ac*ounting $tatemenls fcr the yaar ended 31 March 202S, that:

"Please provide explanatlons tc the extenai auriitor on a separate sheet for each 'No' response and describe hcv' the
authority wili address the rveaknesses ia+n:ifie*. Tlrese sheets must be published vrith the Annual Governance $taternent.

riiLrl,i'rttt:"'ii,r:,:!:f 0

Signed by the Chairnran and Clerk of the me*ting v,rhere

approval was given;

Chai*nan

Clerk

and recorded as minute r*fereneg:..
Il

' 19/296 (4)

Other information required by the Transparency Codes {not pafi of Annuai Goyernance $tatement)
Authority web address

1. We have put in place arrangernents for effective financial
management during the ygar, and fcr the preparatior of
the acccunting statements.

prepared its accounting slaternenlt in acc*rclance
wlth th* Aceau*ts anci Audii Regulatians.

2. W'e maintained an adequaie sy$tem $f intemel conirel
inciuding meas*!"es designed t+ preveni and detect *aud
afd corrilpiion and rcviewed its effectivenese.

1/
mede prop*r arraflgenl€rb $r?d dccepted resp6nsibility
for safeguading the public mcney anci resourc€s ifi
it$ charge.

3. We teak ali r*asonable ste{,s to as*ure oursehies
that there are nc matt*rs of actuai or potentiai
non-ccmpliance with laws, regulations and Proper
Praciice* that corjl*'haye e $;gnificant fina84ial €Sect
on the abilify ot this authority ta conduct it$
busincss ot rnanage if.$ firrances.

i/

has only dafta what it has the legal Ww€ tc da and has
cnmplied with Prap*r Practirc$ in dt}c?g so.

4. We provided proper opoortunity during the year fcr
the exercise of electcrs' rights in accordance with iile
requiemenls of the Accounte and Audil Regulaiione.

t'
during the yeai gave all persons inieresfeo fhe, oppcriunify fs
i?*pect and ask cpesfions aboui lhis authority's accounts.

5 We eariert nt* an *sq*ment nf the rieks faclno lhie

(,,t.

;i..

amsklscri and don:mcnle4 l*:,e financial anrt nfhcr ri.ckr il
authority and took €ppropilate step$ to mafiage tho$e
risks. including the ir*roducticn of internsl controls andior
external insurarce coyer where required.

facea and dealt wlth them Noperly.

€. We n'iairrfained throughout tlre year an ade{uete and
effectiv€ systern $f internal audit of the accsu$ting
rccsrds and controi oystem*.

ananged far a campetent per$an, independenf af the frnanaiat
confrols 6ndprocedures, (o give an objeciive yiew on whetfter
internal conlrals fieet the need$ af fnrs smailer autharity-

7. 1&'e took apprgprtate action on all matters raieed
in reports from intemal and edemal audit.

respcftded ta ma#ers brought t* its attention by irlornal and
e.Yiernal audit.

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabi{iiies ar
eomnitmentr, €vents or tran$a6tions, occurrirg eitirer
Curing or afier the year-eild, have a finan*ia! ir?pact on
lhis authority and, where appropriate, have lne{uded them
in the nccolinting $tatemenf6.

discfosed evegtlliig it .should kave about ib business activlty
during tha year irwfuding evenis lakrng p'flte aftet the yaar
end if relevant,

*

f. ii:or lo*al councils oniy) Trust funde including
charitabie. ln our capacity as the sol€ rnanaging
trustee we di6chargf.d our acecrunlabiliiy
respontlbilities for the fundi6iiassefs, includiryg
financial reporting and. if required, independent
e.xan*nation or audit.

has met ati of its responsihifffds where, as a body
corporate, rt ls c sole msnaging tru6tee of a lacal
trust ar lrusis.

' 
,:,
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 20{ 9l2O tor
:1 

:

,,.,,.,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,, ,,,,,,,,1, ,, ,,,i'ft:ilji:ltlLillll'li:i,l,.l':64 fiam, P shttCoffioi.l

8. Totai value ofcash and
short terrn investments

The sum af all current and deposif bsnk aeaounts, ca-th
haldings and short krm investmenfs he*i as at 31 March *
Ta agr*e witlr banY reeenciliatian.

9. Tcltal fixed assels plus
lcng tern investments
and essets

The value of ali the prapeiy the authaity c!.vns * it ts made
up of elt its,fxed assefs and long ferm rnyeslrnenfs es ei
31 March.

10. Totei b+rrcv;ings
0 o

The oulstanding capita! balance as af 3l March of all loans
fran tbird parties (including PWL3!.

11. (For l-ocal C:ouncils Only) Disciosure.eote
re Trust funcjs {inciuding charitable}

The Councii, as a body carporale, acts as sole trusts.e for
and is respsnsible far tna Trust firnds or as$dfs.

N.8. The figures in the aceounting statements above do
not include any Trust transactions.

I certify that for ihe year ended 31 March 2fi2S the Acccuntirig
$latemerrts in thi* Annual Gcvernance and Accountabilily
Return have been pr-epared on either a receipts and payments
or in*ome and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Sovernance and Accauntability for Srnalier Authcriiies * a
Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices and prescnt fairly
the financial pasition of this authoritv.

$igned by Responsible Ftnancial Olficsr before being
pi"esentecl til the authority fcr approval

o,'. 
tii liAzo ii

I con{irm that these Acrounting Statements vr,ere

appraved by this autharity on this date:

:,t:,:rr,,Lr'.1...::i,,ri.:,i,lftr...:i,ii.,:,,,,, 
:rr " r' r'irr':r:rir: :

,,:,,:,..:,r,...,;r,,':.....r'..ii1r.l'.,,, i,',O9jA612020 , iir,i.r,l"ti

as recorded in ininut€ r'efei'ence:

1e/2e6 (5)

$igned by Chairman of the rneeting where the Acccunting
$tatements
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