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BARKHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Barkham Parish Council held on 10th March 2020 in the Studio Hall, Arborfield Green Community Centre at 7.30 p.m.

Present: Mrs Stubbs (in the Chair), Mr G Dexter, Mr Scott, Mr Alborzpour, and the Clerk.

19/263 To receive and accept any apologies for absence Local Government Act 1972 Sch12
Mr Lane – Medical Reasons
Mr Heyliger – On Holiday
Mr Loader – Unwell
19/264 To receive any declarations of interest on items on the Agenda (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012 (SI 2012/1464)
None
19/265 Minutes of the Council Meeting LGA 1972 Sch 12 para 41(1) – 

The minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 11th February 2020 were approved and signed as a true record

19/266 Public Participation (allotted time 15 minutes) Public Bodies (admissions to meetings) Act 1960 s.1 extended by the LG Act 1972 s.100
Adjournment of the Meeting will be called if any members of the public wish to address the Council on any matters or concerns relating to Barkham.

Mr Munden attended the meeting to put himself forward to be co-opted as a councillor.  The Council unanimously agreed, Mr Munden will be formally co-opted at the next meeting.
7.38pm Cllr Kaiser arrived.

Mrs Durant attended to discuss the idea of a possible nature walk around the catchment area of The Coombes School using the geology stones that are at the school.  The Council like the idea, but are unable to fund the project.
19/267 Planning:

· Planning Applications – The council discussed and agreed comments or objections on planning applications received before 10th March 2020 as shown below
Appeal:  APP/X0360/C/19/3221552

Planning Application: 190309 - White Heart Grove, The Coombes, Coombes Lane, Barkham RG41 5SU
Enforcement Appeal – Without planning permission the unauthorised construction of a timber building and its use as a dwelling

Barkham Parish Council (BPC) fully supports the enforcement action taken by Wokingham Borough Council.

The Coombes is a designated Wildlife Site and an area of Local Geological Interest.  The area falls within the Thames Heath Mitigation zone and several Tree Preservation Orders are in operation across the location.  
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The Coombes and the surrounding area, where this site is located, are much valued by the residents from Arborfield, Barkham and further afield who use the area for walking, enjoyment of the wildlife and other recreational pursuits.

The importance of this area has been reflected by the Arborfield and Barkham Neighbourhood Plan (https://www.arbarplan.com/Neighbourhood_Plan_Referendum_Version_December_2019.pdf) where it has been designated as a ‘Locally Valued Natural Asset’.  Policy IRS3(3) ‘requires development to conserve and where possible enhance’ such assets.  The Neighbourhood Plan was supported by 94% of those who voted in a referendum held on 06 Feb 2020.

The importance of this area is further reflected in Wokingham’s Draft Local Plan (Update) that is now subject to public consultation.  Here the same area is included in the ‘Bearwood and Barkham Valued Landscape’ where Policy NE6(2) will, on adoption, impose similar constraints.

Against this background, BPC opposes any development that is detrimental to the character, quality and ambience of the landscape as this unauthorised development clearly does.  In particular:

1. This unauthorised development contravenes many planning policies at all levels.  For example, the NPPF (2019) – Section 127(c), Wokingham’s current Core Plan (2010) – Policy CP11 and the associated Managing Development delivery (2014) – CC02.  Plus, many more.


2. The building and any associated structures are not compatible with the overall appearance of the area.


3. In addition to being a residential dwelling, other activities have been linked over the months to the location, via social media, such as health classes.  Planning Application 200153 by the appellant to enclose the whole site with a fence, which is ongoing, would be to the further detriment of its character.  All these activities will also deter the free roaming of animals.


4. It is a remote location with limited access.  BPC is not aware what provision has been made to provide services to make it fit for residential purposes but one must be concerned how the lack of any such services could impact on families living there.  Clearly the supply of any permanent services will only compound the comments made in point 3 above.


This site has a complex recent history.  In addition to the enforcement notice that has been served, there has been an injunction, several court appearances and deadlines for the site to be vacated have slipped by.  


Barkham Parish Council requests that this appeal be refused not only on the merits of the case but in the hope that the area as a whole can be protected by bringing this matter to a close.

Thank you.

200299 - Feathercot, School Road, Barkham, Wokingham, RG41 4TP

Application to vary condition 1 of planning consent F/2009/1509 for the original description Application for change of use of existing land and buildings for cheese making business (B2) retrospective. Condition No1 refers to This permission shall be personal to Mr & Mrs A Rose and shall not enure the benefit of the land, and the use hereby permitted shall be discontinued and the land reinstated to its former condition on the date when Mr & Mrs A Rose cease(s) to occupy the land. And the vaiation is to remove the condition.

Barkham Parish Council have no comments on this application, apart from they wish to ensure it remains as a cheese making business only.  The Clerk is to contact the planning department at WBC to ask for some further information, before any comments are made.  Mr Dexter will visit the residents to discuss the application with them.
200383 - 17 The Junipers, Barkham, Wokingham, RG41 4UX

Householder application for the proposed erection of a single storey side/rear extension, following demolition of existing conservatory, plus the insertion of 1no. roof light.
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Barkham Parish Council (BPC) wishes to object to this proposal for the following reasons:

1. Neighbours have challenged whether the project can be delivered in the way indicated in the plans submitted with particular reference to proximity to the site boundary, whether it will be possible to retain the screening hedge as indicated and whether construction can be completed without removing the dividing fence.  These issues should be resolved before any decision is made.

2. The proposed structure - a high sided non-descript wall, flat roof with a raised lantern style rooflight which adds to the height – is out of character for the area and does not follow the guidelines of Barkham’s Village Design Statement.

3. There appears to have been little attempt to harmonise the design to soften the impact on neighbours or engage with the neighbours.

Barkham Parish Council feels that a site visit by the planning authorities will be useful to clarify these issues.

Statutory Proposal to Expand Farley Hill Primary School through use of additional premises on the Arborfield Green development from 1 st September 2021

The council is supportive of the proposals, their only concern is the roll number at the coombes being affected.
193346 - Annexe, Brook House, Barkham Street, Barkham, Wokingham, RG40 4PH

Application to vary conditions 4,5&6 of planning consent 181387 following appeal APP/X0360/W/18/3212567 for the full application for the proposed erection of a 3no bedroom dwelling. Condition 4 relates to Finished Ground levels plans this application seeks to vary the condition to be non-pre-commencement. Condition 5 relates to Archaeology this application seeks to vary the condition to be non- pre-commencement and for an Archaeological Watching Brief during construction rather than a Scheme of Works. Condition 6 relates to Arboricultural Statement and Scheme of Works and see seeks for 6a and b to be a non-pre-commencement condition.

Barkham Parish Council object to this application.

The Proposal is that conditions 4, 5, and 6 should all be varied from being pre-commencement to being non-pre-commencement.  This would mean in effect that the requisite tests could not have any effect since by the time they could be applied, it would be too late.  It is in effect a request to make the Inspector's conditions ineffective. 
The Council vigorously oppose the requested changes and ask WBC to take enforcement action over the works already started in breach of those conditions.

200368 - 30 Barkham Ride, Finchampstead, RG40 4EU
Full application for the proposed erection of 1no. three-bedroom dwelling, with associated parking and landscaping.

Barkham Parish Council (BPC) opposes this application.

In July 2018, PA 181447 was submitted for the construction of three houses on the site.  Barkham objected on grounds of that it was, essentially overdevelopment of the site and WBC planning refused the application.   The full rationale is extracted below.

This was followed in September 2018 by PA 182465 for the construction of two dwellings on the site.  BPC did not object to this proposal but stressed the need for appropriate landscaping.

Although the footprint of the third house on this site, the subject of this application, appears slightly smaller than that proposed back in 2018 BPC still considers it represents overdevelopment of the original plot and is not in keeping with the rural location as per its original comments.

Extract from BPC response to PA 181477 dated 27.06.2018
Barkham Parish Council objects to this planning application on the grounds that it is inappropriate development in a semi-rural location which is within the Thames Basin Heath Special Protection Area 5km zone and there appears 
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to be no arrangement for the provision of SANGs at this site.  The plans are not in keeping with the Barkham Ride area.  The site is being over developed with the size and height of the dwellings in the plots , especially plot 3 which is very close to the adjacent bridle way.

Appeal: APP/X0360/W/19/3243042

Application: 192529 - Plot 7, The Coombes, Wokingham, Barkham, RG41 4SJ
Full planning application for the erection of a 1.2m post and rail fence and gate.

The comments submitted on the original application are to be tweaked for appeal and agreed via email for submission.
200362 - Former Bramshill Hunt Public House, 27 Bramshill Close, Arborfield, RG2 9PL

Full application for the proposed erection of a single storey A1 retail unit following demolition of existing public house and ancillary buildings.
The council will re-submit their previous comments on the application.  The Clerk is to contact Arborfield PC to see what comments they have on the application.
200562 - 1 Weaver Avenue, Arborfield, Wokingham, RG2 9TR

Proposal: Householder application for proposed erection of a two-storey rear extension, plus changes to fenestration.
The Council had no objections to this application
193240 - 12 Limmer Close, Barkham, Wokingham, RG41 4DF

Householder application for the erection of a single storey detached building to create habitable accommodation following demolition of existing buildings.

This application has been approved by WBC
192997 - Land at Hogwood Farm", South of Nine Mile Ride Extension/Barkham Byway 18 and West of Nine Mile Ride, RG40 4QY

Reserved Matters application pursuant to Outline Planning Consent O/2014/2179, as varied by application 181194. The Reserved Matters comprise details of the Nine Mile Ride Extension (southern section) and Hogwood Spur roads, together with associated landscaping, footpaths, cycleways and Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems. Details of access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale to be considered.

This application has been approved by WBC
193078 - 328a Barkham Road, Barkham, Wokingham, RG41 4DE

Householder application for the proposed erection of part single part two storey rear extensions with 3 no. rooflights and a Juliet balcony following demolition of the existing rear conservatory, plus part conversion of the existing two-bay garage, modifications to roof and changes to fenestration.

This application has been approved by WBC
· Any Other Planning Business

None
19/268 Report from external Bodies 
Cllr Kaiser reported on the status of the coronavirus outbreak within Wokingham.  Wokingham was the first area in Berkshire to have a reported case and so far, has had 3 confirmed cases.  WBC is working closely with Health England and following the advice from them and the government.  WBC is following the guidelines for containment.
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The budget for the borough has been approved.

WBC recently lost an appeal case for Cutbush lane.

Work has started within The Shires development.  Enforcement has already been called out to the site.

Barkham Ride and Commonfield Lane need to be resurfaced.  There are problems with the sub-base which needs to be rectified.  The roads need to be closed for this to occur and the closure of Nine Mile Ride inhibits this happening.

The recent flooding in the borough does not seem to have affected many houses.

A1 is engaged with WBC and neighbours over the noise concerns at the site.  They have agreed to arrange a meeting with the local residents.
19/269 Local Plan Update:

The Council discussed the draft response created by the working group.  The council were happy with the draft.  There are a few tweaks to be made, and the final draft will be agreed via email to be submitted.
19/270 Clerks Report – The Council is asked to receive a report from the Clerk on outstanding actions
Natural England – Ancient Woodland Application

The Clerk is awaiting the outcome.

Item ongoing

Breach of planning control

Enforcement proceedings have recommenced at 13 Bearwood Road after the planning application was refused.

Item ongoing.

Land at Highlands Avenue

The Clerk has contacted the solicitor to request an update.

Item ongoing

Drainage Issues

A letter has been sent to WBC regarding the ongoing issues.  A response was received by WBC and a meeting to discuss the issues is being arranged.

Item ongoing

Bearwood Road Footpath Project

This is now in the hands of WBC.

Item ongoing

PAT Testing

The Clerk has quotes for the PAT Testing of the office equipment to be agreed by the council.

Item closed.

Phone and Broadband Agreement

The clerk has agreed the new Phone and Broadband Contact with Plusnet as agreed at the last council meeting.

Item closed
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Community Litter Pick Day
The community Litter Pick day has been arranged for Sunday 22nd March 2020 from 9.30 until 12 noon, meeting at the Barkham Village Hall.  Volunteers to do the refreshments and a volunteer to do the administration of sending the litter pick volunteers to different areas has been arranged.  The Clerk has arranged to drop off the litter pick equipment to a volunteer organiser prior to the event as she is away and unable to attend that weekend.

Item closed
19/271 Highways

The inspection chamber on Barkham Road by number 265 is deteriorating.  The Clerk has already reported, WBC had responded to say that they had investigated and no action was needed at this time.  The Clerk will re submit the report of damage.
19/272 Litter – Council is asked to report any litter issues

No Litter was reported
19/273 Finance

Accounts –Accounts and payments for February to March 2020 were agreed as shown below: LGA 1972 s150 (5)
	Payments for February to March 2020 for authorisation at Council meeting on 10th March 2020

	Payment Method
	Payee
	Amount
	For

	S/O
	Staff Wages
	£876.13
	To be paid on 31st March 2020 - LGA 1972 s111      

	D/D
	Nest
	£85.01
	Pension Contribution Employer & Employee –March 2020 - LGA 1972 s111      

	D/D
	Plusnet
	£31.80
	Internet and phone charges – March 2020 - LGA 1972 s111      

	DD
	Lloyds Bank (Credit Card)
	£33.00
	£30.00 – A Star Signs – Litter pick signs LGA 1972 s111  
£3.00 monthly fee. – LGA 1972 s111

	BACS
	Tivoli
	£29.02
	Bin Emptying– March LGA 1972 s111  

	BACS
	P. Stevens
	£105.96
	Printing items for NP LGA 1972 s111  (Half of cost will be repaid by Arborfield PC)

	BACS
	Amazon
	£20.91
	First Aid Kit and Paper LGA 1972 s111  


The bank transactions will be authorised by Mrs Stubbs and Mr Lane.
Report on Monies received

Phone Box Adoption LGA 1972 s124 (1)   – The Council discussed the phone box.  The council has deferred the decision whether to adopt until the next meeting, when there will be more councillors present.  
Parish Magazine LGA 1972 s.142 (1A) – The council agreed to hold the pricing for adverts in the next years issues of Village Info at the same rate as the previous year.  They council have agreed that the council can decide on any discounts to be applied if they arise. 
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PAT Testing LGA 1972 s111   – The council discussed the quotes.  The Clerk has been delegated the power to select the PAT Testing as the quotes are all similar.  The Clerk will seek further feedback form other clerks before making a decision. 
19/274 Parish Office Operations – 

The Council discussed the proposed new logo.  The Council liked the design, but the new logo had been coloured silver/grey.  The council would prefer it stay as gold/yellow.  The Clerk will get the designed to alter the colouring.
The council discussed the Speed Watch form for the volunteers.  The Council agreed that the form was acceptable and could be used by the Speed Watch Team.
19/275 Correspondence

None
19/276 Councillors Forum

Mrs Stubbs informed the council that the second meeting of the WBC climate emergency committee is due to be held, did anyone have anything they wished to be raised at the meeting.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.34 pm
Next meeting of full Council will be held on Tuesday 14th April 2020 in the Studio Hall, Arborfield Green Community Centre at 7.30p.m.

