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BARKHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting of the Barkham Parish Council held on 12th May 2020 on the virtual platform Zoom at 11am.

Present: Mrs Stubbs (in the Chair), Mr Lane, Mr G Dexter, Mr Scott, Mr Alborzpour, Mr Heyliger, Mr Loader, Mr Munden and the Clerk.

19/277 To receive and accept any apologies for absence Local Government Act 1972 Sch12
19/278 To receive any declarations of interest on items on the Agenda (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012 (SI 2012/1464)
None
19/279 Minutes of the Council Meeting LGA 1972 Sch 12 para 41(1) – 

The minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 10th March 2020 were approved as a true record, they will be signed at the next physical meeting of the council.
19/280 Public Participation (allotted time 15 minutes) Public Bodies (admissions to meetings) Act 1960 s.1 extended by the LG Act 1972 s.100
Adjournment of the Meeting will be called if any members of the public wish to address the Council on any matters or concerns relating to Barkham.

None
19/281 Co-option of New Councillor – Council to co-opt Mr Stephen Munden onto the Council

Proposed by: Mrs Stubbs
Seconded by: Mr Lane
Vote: Council unanimously agreed
Mr Munden was co-opted onto the council.  He duly signed the required forms and will send them to the Clerk for signing.
19/282 Planning:

· Planning Applications – 
Report of comments or objections on planning applications made and agreed via email received during March 2020 – May 2020. During the Coronavirus Pandemic. For information only.  
200663 - 25 The Vines, Barkham, Wokingham, RG41 4YY

Householder application for the proposed conversion of existing detached garage to create habitable accommodation. Changes to fenestration.

Barkham Parish Council has no comments on this application 
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200414 - 39 Archer Grove, Arborfield, RG2 9TB

Householder application for the proposed part garage conversion to create habitable accommodation. (Retrospective).

Barkham Parish Council has no comments on this application 

200708 - 28 Bearwood Road, Barkham, Wokingham, RG41 4TD

Householder application for the proposed erection of a single storey detached car port.

Regardless of any discussion as to whether it is appropriate to build such a substantial structure so far in front of the building line, Barkham Parish Council strongly object to this application for the following reasons: 1. It is out of character with the street scene of the area. 2. It does not comply with the design features of the Village Design Statement 3. If allowed to go ahead, it would set a terrible precedent. Please reject this application.

200866 - 4 Broom Grove, Barkham, RG41 4TX

Householder application for the proposed erection of a single storey front/side extension including 2no roof lights. 

Barkham Parish Council has no comments on this application 

Report on Approved and Refused Applications:

200362 - Former Bramshill Hunt Public House, 27 Bramshill Close, Arborfield, RG2 9PL

Full application for the proposed erection of a single storey A1 retail unit following demolition of existing public house and ancillary buildings.

This application has been approved by WBC

200562 - 1 Weaver Avenue, Arborfield, Wokingham, RG2 9TR

Householder application for proposed erection of a two-storey rear extension, plus changes to fenestration.

This application has been approved by WBC

200368 - 30 Barkham Ride, Finchampstead, RG40 4EU

Proposal: Full application for the proposed erection of 1no. three-bedroom dwelling, with associated parking and landscaping.

This application has been refused by WBC

200663 - 25 The Vines, Barkham, Wokingham, RG41 4YY

Householder application for the proposed conversion of existing detached garage to create habitable accommodation. Changes to fenestration.

This application has been approved by WBC

200041 - Barkham Manor Farm, Barkham Road, Barkham, RG41 4DQ

Application for a certificate of existing lawful development for the erection of a building and the use of the same as a dwelling as edged red on the attached plan.

This application has been refused by WBC

200414 - 39 Archer Grove, Arborfield, RG2 9TB

Householder application for the proposed part garage conversion to create habitable accommodation. (Retrospective).

This application has been approved by WBC
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193346 - Annexe, Brook House, Barkham Street, Barkham, Wokingham, RG404PH

Application to vary conditions 4,5&6 of planning consent 181387 following appeal APP/X0360/W/18/3212567 for the full application for the proposed erection of a 3no bedroom dwelling. Condition 4 relates to Finished Ground levels plans this application seeks to vary the condition to be non-pre-commencement. Condition 5 relates to Archaeology this application seeks to vary the condition to be non- precommencement and for an Archaeological Watching Brief during construction rather than a Scheme of Works. Condition 6 relates to Arboricultural Statement and Scheme of Works and see seeks for 6a and b to be a non-pre-commencement condition.

This application has been approved by WBC

· Planning Applications – The council discussed and agreed comments or objections on planning applications received before 12th May 2020 as shown below
200864 - Land rear of, 344 Barkham Road, Barkham, Wokingham, RG41 4DE

Full application for proposed erection of one 4no. bedroom dwelling with associated landscaping, car parking and bin storage, plus provision of new vehicular access.

BPC strongly object to this application.  

There is a significant planning history on this site, and this is outlined below:

 

· PA 162013 Aug 2016 for a four-bedroom house:  BPC objected, ALONG WITH MANY NEIGHBOURS, on grounds of overdevelopment, loss of privacy etc.  The application was withdrawn.

· PA 170647 Mar 2017 for a two-bedroom bungalow:  BPC again drew attention to the side boundary, did not object to the proposal but stated need for landscaping as a condition.  The application was approved.

· PA 191882 Jul 2019 for a four-bedroom house:  BPC objected on grounds of overdevelopment etc.  The application was rejected.

· Appeal APP/X0360/W/19/3241800 on decision re PA 191882:  The inspector considered the plans submitted as part of the original application and not the slightly revised versions submitted with the appeal.  Appeal dismissed.

· PA 200864 Apr 2020 for a four-bedroom house:  Pending

At the recent appeal the inspector was critical of PA 191882 for several reasons:

 

· Adjacent properties are bungalows.

· Height of building would be significantly greater than boundary treatments – hence will have an overbearing effect.

· Side windows at the first-floor level would be viewable from the neighbouring gardens – with loss of privacy.

 

The current application - PA200864 has attempted to address the main points made by the inspector by lowering the roof, reducing the width of the property by about 40cm and removing some windows.  HOWEVER, THESE ARE COMSTIC CHANGES AND DO NOTHING TO AVOID THE OVERDEVELOPMENT OF THIS SITE.

BPC have concerns over the scale and appearance of the planned house, it overlooks the neighbouring properties, it is overdevelopment of the site, and it is too close to the boundaries.  It is out of character with the area and the access issues have not been resolved.

 

Barkham Parish Council request this application be refused.

If the case officer is minded to approve the application, the council ask that it be listed to be heard by the Planning Committee.
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200852 - 47 Archer Grove, Arborfield, Wokingham, RG2 9TB

Householder application for the proposed erection of single storey side infill extension with 1 no. rooflight.
Barham Parish Council have no comments on this application
200993 – Land at the Coombes, Coombes Lane, Arborfield, RG2 9JG

Full application for the proposed installation of timber post and wire security fencing and 2 no. gates.

The details of this application need to be looked at more in depth.  Mr Dexter and Mr Heyliger will look at the application and produce a draft response which will be sent to full council for comment and agreement.
200982 - Chirundu, School Road, Barkham, RG41 4TR
Application to vary conditions 2 and 4 of planning consent 181325 for the proposed erection of part single, part two storey front/side extension plus part single, part two storey side/rear extension following the demolition of existing garage. Condition 2 refers to the approved documents and 4 to the provision of first floor windows; the variation is to allow alterations to the roof and footprint of bedroom 2, and changes to fenestration. (Retrospective)
Barham Parish Council have no comments on this application
200383 - 17 The Junipers, Barkham, Wokingham, RG41 4UX

Householder application for the proposed erection of a single storey side/rear extension, following demolition of existing conservatory, plus the insertion of 1no. roof light.
This application was withdrawn by the applicants
200299 - School Road, Barkham, Wokingham, RG41 4TP

Application to remove condition 1 of planning consent F/2009/1509 for the change of use of existing land and buildings for a cheese making business (B2) (retrospective). Condition 1 refers to the permission being personal for Mr & Mrs A Rose and shall not enure the benefit of the land, and the use hereby permitted shall be discontinued and the land reinstated to its former condition on the date when Mr & Mrs A Rose cease(s) to occupy the land
This application has been approved by WBC

Appeal Ref: APP/X0360/W/19/3238448 - Land off Coombes Lane, Coombes Lane, Arborfield RG2 9JG
Full planning application for the proposed installation of timber stake and plain wire security fencing and gates.
This appeal was dismissed by the appeals inspectorate
200708 - 28 Bearwood Road, Barkham, Wokingham, RG41 4TD

Householder application for the proposed erection of a single storey detached car port.

This application has been refused by WBC

200866 - 4 Broom Grove, Barkham, RG41 4TX

Householder application for the proposed erection of a single storey front/side extension including 2no roof lights. 

This application has been approved by WBC
200414 - 39 Archer Grove, Arborfield, RG2 9TB

Householder application for the proposed part garage conversion to create habitable accommodation. (Retrospective).
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This application has been approved by WBC
· Any Other Planning Business

Mr Scott was concerned that application 193346 - Annexe, Brook House, Barkham Street, had been approved despite the council’s objections that approval would, in effect, nullify the conditions laid down by the appeal inspector, since once the development had been completed, the conditions could have no effect.  

The Clerk is to write to WBC to ask when these situations occur, how is the application decided, how are the notifications about the reports by specialist sent to the WBC and can these be notified to the Parish Council, and what is the enforcement process for breaches of conditions.
19/283 Report from external Bodies 
Report from Cllr Kaiser, Ward Councillor for Barkham

The council started the year with a balanced budget both the general fund and the capital program, the fact is the council had substantial reserves in the general fund. Covid 19 has been a bolt out of the blue and we find ourselves in a different position with many unbudgeted  £millions being spent to support Adult services and other area of the council as well as the redeploying staff to different  areas to ensure the distribution of food, grants and rebates to  business’s and vulnerable in the community to allow them to get through these difficult times. 

The council is receiving help form central government in the way of grants which help matters but do not cover all our expected costs going forward.

The area of concern is the capital programme which although ambitious was achievable and fully funded  but was in a major part based around developers contributions from the housing developments around the borough of which many have cease working and more importantly have ceased to generate income via house sales, there are some 400 +new homes built yet to be occupied in the borough. The upshot of this is we are waiting to see the overall impact on the councils income, this coupled with the unknown reductions in levels of council tax, business rates and rents from social housing as well as other income from car parks, leisure, fees and general rents coupled with the fact we get very little in central government support grant and generate our own income  will mean an reassessment of the councils plans going forward and I am sure this will mean a new or revised budget and I expect the council will be faced with some difficult decisions.

We still have the same objectives we just need to match them to what resources will be available and prioritise how we deploy those resources to best effect across the borough. 

I am sure it would not have escaped your attention that there was a reference to supporting Towns and Parishes where possible, with the announcement of the second tranche of Local Government COVID 19 funding. Those of you who have Councillors on the Borough Council will also be aware that we have already incurred expenditure and loss of income that already exceeds both tranches of Government funding, to the tune of £2.3m. This is of course our estimates of what we are already aware of, and the impact could be much worse.

 

Having said that we are also keen to help Towns and Parishes which have a genuine need and face genuine financial viability issues as a result of the current crisis. The council are therefore requesting that Towns or Parishes who can evidence that their available reserves cannot sustain operations for the next 6 months, please 
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contact the council immediately with the relevant information. This will enable the council to determine the level of financial need and how best they can help.

Local Plan 

As you can image most other issues have gone on the back burner, the Local plan was at a crucial stage with the consultation having been carried out. On top of this several issues around Grazley have made it more complicated such as the question over the grant from government and an extended protection zone around Burgfield nuclear site. We are also engaged in communications over housing numbers as well as Grazley with central government and have written to minister for local government and await their reply.

The world will no doubt be a different post Covid just how different and the impact on housing requirement is just one of the many unknowns and any decisions or plans drawn up by the council will need to be informed by these changes.

Please keep well and safe and follow government instructions 

John Kaiser 

Ward Councillor for Barkham Parish

19/284 Clerks Report
Natural England – Ancient Woodland Application

The Clerk was made aware that under planning application 200993, The coombes was mentioned as being on the Natural England’s Provisional Ancient Woodland Inventory.  The Clerk has looked into this and has found that The Coombes is listed on the Ancient Woodland Inventory.  There has been no official confirmation on the listing and the Clerk has requested an update on the application and is awaiting the outcome.  

Item ongoing

Land at Highlands Avenue

The Clerk has reported new and increased activity at the plot of land adjacent to Highlands Avenue to WBC to investigate.  The Clerk is waiting to hear an update from the solicitor regarding the land.  It is not showing as registered on the Land Registry site.

Item ongoing

Drainage Issues

The meeting being arranged to discuss the issues with the drains has had to be postponed due to the restrictions that are in place.  It will be arranged as soon as possible after the restrictions are lifted.  The Clerk has sent out the update from WBC to councillors regarding the drain issues in the parish.  The Clerk will request regular updates on the drainage issues by WBC.
Item ongoing

Bearwood Road Footpath Project

WBC would like to know how BPC wish to proceed. There can be no further meetings with the residents until the restrictions are lifted, and it is WBC who need to investigate the ownership of the land.  BPC would still like to proceed; however, they would like final costings for the project to enable a decision to be made.  The Clerk will draft a letter to WBC to request the information needed.
Item ongoing
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PAT Testing

The Clerk is yet to arrange the testing of the equipment due to the current restrictions.

Item ongoing.

Meeting with CEO

This has been postponed due to the current restrictions of Covid-19.  It will be rearranged as soon as physical meetings can take place again.
If the lockdown is to continue for several more months, the Councillors would like to request the CEO join a virtual zoom meeting to discuss the concerns.
Item ongoing

Enforcement Issues

Model Farm – The Clerk has requested an update on this enforcement action

Barkham Manor Farm – This is still under enforcement being carried out by WBC

Land by Coppid Hill House – The Clerk has requested an update on this enforcement action - WBC has advised that they are unable to visit residential properties so will be visiting these premises to check compliance with the enforcement notice as soon as there is some easement on the lockdown.  The owner is aware that WBC will be carrying out an inspection in due course

BA6 Fence – This is being looked into by WBC

The Coombes – The Clerk has requested an update on the plots at The Coombes
The update from WBC on the above Enforcement issues has been sent by email to councillors. 
Item ongoing

Barkham Bridge

Barkham Bridge works are still progressing where workers are able to implement the standard working procedures under the Covid-19 regulations.  The works are on schedule to be completed to the programmed timetable of works.

Item ongoing
Nine Mile Ride

The Clerk reported that there was a post on the Finchampstead Parish Council Facebook page informing the works by South East Water on Nine Mile Ride are ahead of schedule and will finish earlier than planned.  There will be a road closure on Park Lane to enable the finishing of the works.
Item Closed

19/285 Finance

Accounts –Accounts and payments for March to May 2020 were agreed as shown below: LGA 1972 s150 (5)
	Payments for March to May 2020 for authorisation at Council meeting on 12th May 2020

	Payment Method
	Payee
	Amount
	For
	Date Paid:

(For payments made during closure due to Covid-10)

	S/O
	Staff Wages
	£887.29
	April 2020 salary - LGA 1972 s111      
	30th April 2020


Page 19/126
	D/D
	Nest
	£85.01
	Pension Contribution Employer & Employee – April 2020 - LGA 1972 s111      
	30th April 2020

	D/D
	Plusnet
	£33.60
	Internet and phone charges – April - LGA 1972 s111      
	21st April 2020

	DD
	Lloyds Bank (Credit Card)
	£11.40
	Credit Card bill – March payments

£8.40 Postage Stamps - LGA 1972 s111  

£3.00 monthly fee. – LGA 1972 s111
	16th April 2020

	BACS
	Abracadabra Distribution
	£335.67
	Distribution of Covid-19 Leaflet (agreed via email) LGA 1972 s111
	20th April 2020

	BACS
	HMRC
	£185.07
	Tax and NI Payment – 4th Quarter – Jan – March 2020 - LGA 1972 s111
	14th April 2020

	BACS
	Staff Expenses
	£32.85
	Staff Expenses – December 19 – March 2020

LGA 1972 s111
	 1st April 2020

	BACS
	Rialtas
	£145.20
	Software and Support Agreement for year 2020 - 2021 LGA 1972 s111
	 1st April 2020

	BACS
	CAB Wokingham
	£850.00
	Grant Payment (agreed via email during Covid-19 Pandemic – to support with operations as frontline to borough response) Local Government Act 1972, s.142 (2A)
	 1st April 2020

	BACS
	Wokingham Volunteer Centre
	£250.00
	Grant Payment (agreed via email during Covid-19 Pandemic – to support with operations as frontline to borough response) Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 s.13 (3)
	 1st April 2020

	S/O
	Staff Wages
	£887.29
	May 2020 salary - LGA 1972 s111      
	31st May 2020

	D/D
	Nest
	£85.01
	Pension Contribution Employer & Employee – May 2020 - LGA 1972 s111      
	31st May 2020

	D/D
	Plusnet
	£33.60
	Internet and phone charges – May - LGA 1972 s111      
	23rd  May 2020

	DD
	Lloyds Bank (Credit Card)
	£3.00
	Credit Card bill – April payments

£3.00 monthly fee. – LGA 1972 s111
	16th May 2020

	BACS
	Amazon Business
	£21.06
	Memory stick and printer ink LGA 1972 s111
	11th May 2020


The bank transactions were authorised by Mrs Stubbs and Mr Lane.
Report on Monies received
· £553.98 – Arborfield PC – Reimbursement of NP Expenditure. Received - March 2020

· £344.59 –Nationwide Savings Account- Interest received

· £5,972.00 – WBC - First Precept Payment 

· £1,826.02 – HMRC – VAT Reclaim

· £23,889.00 – WBC – 2nd Precept payment
Litter bin at The Coombes

After discussions regarding the condition of the bin at The Coombes, the council agreed to the purchase a replacement bin for dog waste (Litter Act 1983 s.5).  The clerk will obtain a quote from WBC contractors for the replacement and installation, and will obtain prices from other companies for comparison.
19/286 Parish Office Operations – 
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Parish Assembly Cancellation
The Parish Assembly due to be held in April 2020 was cancelled due to Covid-19 Pandemic and the imposed government lockdown and restrictions on the country.
Policy Review 
The Council reviewed the Financial Risk Assessment (Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 s.6) and majority agreed that it was still suitable to the Council’s needs.  Mr Munden felt unable to sign off on the Register until he could satisfy himself that risks have been appropriately identified, assessed and appropriate actions implemented, as he is new to the role of councillor.

There are a few word changes needed and it was suggested that a risk management was met by having the Fire Safe at the office, and this had not been included.  The Clerk will add this to the assessment and send to councillors for final agreement via email for the minor changes.

The financial risk assessment will be reviewed again in May 2021.
Mr Munden raised the question of other risk assessments for the Council.  The Clerk will liaise with Mr Munden to send him out the required policies.
19/287 Councillors Forum

Mr Heyliger informed the council of a charity cycle ride that he is taking part in.  Mr Heyliger’s cycling group under the U3A umbrella are collectively doing a charity cycle challenge to raise funds for our wonderful NHS, and between the 17 members, they aim to cycle 2300 miles in a 28 day period between 9 May- 6 June This is the equivalent distance from Wokingham to Ankara.  Mr Heyliger’s individual target is at least 200 miles.  Mr Heyliger would like it publicised on the Facebook Pages.  The council thought this was a nice idea, the Clerk will publish the information to the Council Facebook page and the local pages.
Mr Dexter informed that he had been asked by the retired councillor who wrote the planning articles in the BVRA magazine to take over this role.  Mr Dexter is happy to if the council have no objections.  The council were happy for this arrangement to proceed.

Mr Alborzpour had seen an article where a street had been painted to look like a rainbow in recognition of the NHS, and wondered whether this was something WBC might undertake.  He will send the picture of the street to the councillors to see, before any comments are made.

19/288 Date of next meeting
The next meeting of the council will be held on Tuesday June 9th at 2pm via the virtual platform Zoom
There being no further business the meeting closed at 12.21 pm
