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BARKHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of meeting of the Barkham Parish Council held on 8th December 2020 on the virtual platform Zoom at 11.30 am.
In accordance with the Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020 this meeting was held virtually. 
Present: Mrs Stubbs (in the Chair), Mr G Dexter, Mr Scott, Mr Heyliger, Mr Loader, Mr Alborzpour, Mrs Edwards, Mr Bundred, Cllr Kaiser (WBC) and the Clerk. 
External attendees: Mr Fletcher from WBC.
20/369 To receive and accept any apologies for absence Local Government Act 1972 Sch12
Mr Munden – Family matter
Mr Wrobel – No apologies given

20/370 To receive any declarations of interest on items on the Agenda (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012 (SI 2012/1464)
None 
20/371 Minutes of the Council Meeting LGA 1972 Sch 12 para 41(1) – 
The minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 10th November 2020 were approved as a true record, they will be signed at the next physical meeting of the council.
20/372 Public Participation (allotted time 15 minutes) Public Bodies (admissions to meetings) Act 1960 s.1 extended by the LG Act 1972 s.100
Adjournment of the Meeting will be called if any members of the public wish to address the Council on any matters or concerns relating to Barkham.

None
20/373 Greenways Update
Mr Fletcher from WBC attended to give an update on the Greenways Project.  He commenced by giving a short reminder as to what the Greenway Project is all about, followed by a brief summary of overall project status but with emphasis on Barkham routes.
The Greenways proposals have been through a full public consultation to confirm the routes.  Across the Borough, eight routes will be built and these are in addition to the River Loddon Distance Path which will stretch from Wargrave to Swallowfield and link many of the Greenway routes.  Three of the planned  routes cross Barkham.  Route I which links Finchampstead to the Arborfield SDL – California Way - has been completed and lies on the Parish Boundary.  Route B from Arborfield Cross to Wokingham via Barkham crosses The Coombes is being planned in four sections.  The Arborfield SDL will also be linked to South Wokingham by Route D which will run along Commonfield Lane to the public bridleway BA11 and then on to what is known as the Barkham Way.  This will provide the much requested safe walking route from the Watermans area of the SDL to The Bull public house in Barkham Street.

1.20pm – Mr Fletcher left the meeting.

Cllr Kaiser needed to be at another meeting, and requested to be moved so he could give his report.  The Chairman agreed to the request.
20/374 Report from external Bodies - Cllr Kaiser, Ward Councillor for Barkham
Wokingham have been placed into Tier 2 by the government which is a bit disappointing.  The tiers are to be reviewed on the 16th December, but it is not believed that any tiers will move down into lower tiers, but those with high levels may move up into higher tiers.  Wokingham cases have been slowly decreasing over the last couple of weeks.

WBC have employed temporary staff to help with testing in care homes.

A commitment has been made to ensure that no one goes hungry in the borough this Christmas.  Free school meals have been agreed and a grant from Government has been given to support this.  It will last through to the February half term as well.  Those eligible will be sent vouchers for food.
Business grants are being allocated to those businesses that have applied for support due to the lockdowns.

Cllr Kaiser will be speaking at the WBC planning committee on the Reading Training Ground application, against the proposal.

Mr Heyliger asked a question regarding Solar Farms.  What form will a public consultation take, and when is it likely to happen?  No decision has been made yet; it is still in the very early stages.

1.39pm Cllr Kaiser left the meeting

1.40pm – Vote to continue.  All agreed, but non-essential items will be deferred to January due to time constraints of some participants.

20/375 Planning:
· Planning Applications – To discuss and agree any comments or objections on planning applications received before 8th December 2020.  To include:
· Applications to be discussed:
202615 - 31 Barkham Ride Barkham RG40 4EX
Full application for the temporary stationing of a sales office for a period of one year (Retrospective).

As per our response to application 202587 Barkham Parish Council is opposed to this application.  

The number of mobiles homes at this location has progressively increased over the yea s in a piecemeal fashion plus 8 (PA 171099 Apr 2017), plus 6 (PA191809 Aug 2019), plus 4 (PA193402 Jan 2020). 

This application to station a sales office for a period of one year does rather tend to suggest a further upward creep in numbers can be expected. 

Where is this going? 

What is a reasonable loading on this site? 

Are there appropriate utilities (e.g. sewerage) available? 

How many sites are required under the proposed LPU?

Barkham Parish Council feels it is time to take stock of the development of this site, and until it is made clear what the plans are for the overall site, BPC cannot support any applications on this site.

202801 - 25 Aggisters Lane, Barkham, RG41 4DW 

Full planning application for the proposed replacement 1no. dwelling following demolition of existing dwelling

Barkham Parish Council object to this application for the following reasons

· It is out of keeping with the street scene

· It is overbearing in scale and style

· It will cause loss of light to neighbouring properties

203026 - 31 Barkham Ride, Barkham, RG40 4EX
Full planning application for the proposed change of use from a former sand school area to a landscaped amenity space and parking for the existing mobile home park.

As per our response to application 202587 Barkham Parish Council is opposed to this application.  

The number of mobiles homes at this location has progressively increased over the yea s in a piecemeal fashion plus 8 (PA 171099 Apr 2017), plus 6 (PA191809 Aug 2019), plus 4 (PA193402 Jan 2020). 

Where is this going? 

What is a reasonable loading on this site? 

Are there appropriate utilities (e.g. sewerage) available? 

How many sites are required under the proposed LPU?

Barkham Parish Council feels it is time to take stock of the development of this site, and until it is made clear what the plans are for the overall site, BPC cannot support any applications on this site.

203150 - 16 The Lilacs, Barkham, Wokingham, RG41 4UT

Householder application for proposed part conversion of existing double garage to create habitable accommodation, single storey rear extension, plus changes to fenestration.

Barkham Parish Council had no comments on this application
203158 - 277a Barkham Road, Wokingham, RG41 4BY

Householder application for proposed erection of first floor side extension, single storey rear extensions with insertion of 2no. roof lights, part conversion of garage into habitable accommodation and a single storey front extension to form a porch and changes to fenestration.

Barkham Parish Council had no comments on this application
203184 - 308a Barkham Road, Wokingham, RG41 4DA

Householder application for the proposed single storey front extension, erection of covered front porch with canopy, conversion of existing garage to create habitable accommodation with changes to fenestration.

Barkham Parish Council had no comments on this application
203054 -16 Japonica Close, Barkham, Wokingham, RG41 4XJ

Householder application for the part conversion of a double garage and addition of 2No rooflights to garage roof. Original garage doors to remain.

Barkham Parish Council had no comments on this application
203249 - 8 Broom Grove, Barkham, Wokingham, RG41 4TX

Application to vary condition 3 of planning consent 202425 for the proposed single storey side extension following demolition of existing conservatory and first floor front extension. Condition 3 refers to external materials to match the existing dwelling and the variation is to allow the use of a specific colour of weatherboard.

Barkham Parish Council had no comments on this application
Appeal: APP/X0360/D/20/3262967
201278 - Longmoor Cottage, Park Lane, Finchampstead, RG40 4PT
Proposal: Householder application for the proposed single storey side/rear extension to existing detached double garage and raising of roof height with two rear facing dormers to form a storage area.
For notification only:

This appeal is being conducted under the Householder Appeals Service, there is no opportunity to submit comments. WBC have forwarded all the representations made to them on the application to the Planning Inspectorate and the appellant and these will be considered by the Inspector when determining the appeal.

· Report on final comments submitted from applications discussed at the last meeting, agreed by email:

202915 - 344 Barkham Road, Barkham, RG41 4DE

Householder application for the proposed erection of a part single part two storey side extension, loft conversion and first floor extension. With the insertion of 2no. dormers and 2no. roof lights.
Barkham Parish Council (BPC) opposes this application for the following reasons: 
1. BPC recently objected to PA201578 at this location which sought approval to erect a single storey side extension to the existing bungalow to form a covered storage area. 
The location of this storage area could be seen from Barkham Road, commands a dominant position at the entrance to the Cala Homes estate and the long blank wall presented an ugly view. WBC approved the application on condition that it was it be removed by 18 Dec 2020 and the land restored to its former condition. BPC welcomed this condition.
This application merely seeks to build a similar structure that is a permanent one. It can still be seen from Barkham Road, it stills commands a dominant posit ion at the entrance to the Cala Homes estate and the long blank wall will still present an ugly view which is exacerbated by it being so close to the entrance road. 
2. BPC is mindful that planning approval has been granted to build a two bedroom bungalow to the rear of 344 Barkham Road under PA 170647. BPC did not oppose this application but did comment about the blank wall along the entrance road to the Cala Homes estate. The negative impact of the blank wall on this new application will compound that of the blank wall of the bungalow should it be built. 
Incidentally, BPC did object to subsequent planning applications (PA 191882 and PA 200864) to build a larger dwelling to the rear of 344 Barkham Road on grounds of overdevelopment of the site and t he greater impact of the side wall. 
Regardless of any merit of other aspects of this current application, it should be rejected because of the impact on the street scene.

Appeal: APP/X0360/C/20/3252493

201481 - Barkham Manor Farm, Barkham Road, Barkham, RG41 4DQ
Breach alleged 'Without planning permission the retention on site of a structure in breach of condition 8 of planning permission reference F/2011/2071 allowed on appeal on 17th June 2013 which states: Within one month of occupation of the permanent dwelling hereby permitted the existing mobile home shown to be removed on the approved plan shall be removed/demolished and all resultant materials shall be removed from site.'
Barkham Parish Council continues to support wholeheartedly Wokingham Borough Council’s enforcement of condition 8 of planning permission reference F/2011/2071 (allowed on appeal) on 17 Jun 2013 relating to the removal of the existing mobile/temporary home within 1 month of the occupation of the permanent dwelling. According to item 19 of the Statutory Declaration by the Applicant, he occupied the permanent dwelling sometime in July 2017.

The site lies within a sensitive location which has been designated as a Locally Valued Natural Asset in the joint Arborfield and Barkham Neighbourhood Plan (2020), it is surrounded by Ancient Woodlands (Natural England’s Ancient Woodland Inventory Identity Number 53208), it falls within 5km of the Thames Basin Heaths Special Protection Area and is included as the Bearwood and Barkham proposed valued landscape in the local plan update that is evolving.  It is, therefore, not appropriate to extend residential development on this site in this way.  It also contravenes a number of policies of the current WBC Core Plan (2010-2026) including CP1, CP6, CP9 and CP11.

The site has a complex planning history and in response to an earlier Planning Application relating to this appeal (200041 - Application for a certificate of existing lawful development for the erection and the use of the same as dwelling) BPC expressed concerns about the information provided at the time the appellant decided to build a permanent structure instead of the mobile one proposed in the original planning application(s).  This was clearly acknowledged in the Section 2.18 of the Agricultural Assessment submitted with 200041.  One can only speculate as to the reasoning for not reflecting the proposed changes by submitting a new planning application or requesting a variation of condition(s) and why the Applicant offered ‘unclear and ambiguous information’ as stated in Section 3.7 of the said Agricultural Assessment.

Regardless of the technical nature of many of the arguments submitted on this matter, Barkham Parish Council believes that as the removal of the mobile/temporary dwelling was the quid pro quo for allowing the permanent house to be constructed, it is disingenuous of the Appellant to renege on condition 8.

Please dismiss this appeal.

· Approved and Refused applications

202319 - 351C Barkham Road, Wokingham, Berkshire, RG41 4DJ


Householder application for the proposed erection of a single storey front extension, part single storey part two storey side/rear extensions, plus changes to fenestration following demolition of existing garage and utility room.
This application has been refused by WBC
· Any Other Planning Business
Reading Training Ground Application
The Council decided that a representative should attend the WBC Planning Committee meeting to speak on the Council’s behalf on the Reading Training ground application. Mr Dexter offered to attend.  The Council agreed that Mr Dexter should attend on the council’s behalf.

The Clerk will notify WBC by 5pm on the 8th December, that Mr Dexter will attend and wishes to speak on behalf of BPC.

Bearwood Road Footpath 
The Council decided there is still interest in the Bearwood Road Footpath Project and that a letter shall be written to Cllr Kaiser to request WBC look into ownership issues again.  The Clerk shall draft a letter for the council to agree to be sent.
20/376 Clerks Report
Land at Highlands Avenue

No further progress has been made.  The Clerk has contacted the solicitors again, this time through the website, to request an update and awaits a response.

Item ongoing

Meeting with CEO

The Clerk is trying to arrange a suitable date to meet with the CEO of the Council.

Item ongoing

Enforcement Issues

Model Farm – This is under the appeal inspectorate.  A date for the appeal to be heard is yet to be set.

Barkham Manor Farm – This is now under appeal.  The Appeal date is yet to be set.  Representations have been submitted.

Land by Coppid Hill House – Enforcement Officers are due to visit the site to check compliance.  If this has not occurred, prosecution will follow.

The Coombes – The Appeals for the various plots of land are now being held virtually, and are progressing.

Item ongoing

Phone box Adoption

The Clerk is waiting for a contact person at the MOD to be provided by CRATUS, so that permission can be sought for the transfer of ownership.

Item ongoing

20/378 CIL
1. Committee
Due to time constraints this item was deferred until the January meeting of the council
20/379 Finance
1. Accounts – Proposal to agree accounts and payments for November to December 2020 LGA 1972 s150 (5)
	Payments for November to December 2020 for authorisation at Council meeting on 8th December 2020

	Payment Method
	Payee
	Amount
	For

	S/O
	Staff Wages
	£905.73
	December 2020 salary - LGA 1972 s111 

	D/D
	Nest
	£87.61
	Pension Contribution Employer & Employee – December 2020 - LGA 1972 s111

	D/D
	Plusnet
	£33.60
	Internet and phone charges – December - LGA 1972 s111      

	DD
	Lloyds Bank (Credit Card)
	£3.00
	Credit Card bill – November Payments

£3.00 – monthly fee. – LGA 1972 s111

	BACS
	Tivoli
	£28.80
	Bin emptying (November) LGA 1972 s111

	BACS
	Parish Websites Limited (Parishcouncils.net)
	£600.00
	Final invoice for website hosting (previous supplier) (2 years) LGA 1972 s111

	BACS
	SLCC
	£166.00
	SLCC Membership LGA 1972 s143


The bank transactions will be authorised by Mrs Stubbs and Mr Heyliger
2. Report on Monies received
None
3. Draft Budget 
The Council reviewed the draft budget, and advised of any changes to be made for final agreement in January.  

As part of the Budget setting process, the Clerks Salary was reviewed by the Council.
2.00pm – The meeting was closed to the public and the clerk stepped away from the meeting to allow discussions to be had regarding salaries.

2.14pm – The Clerk returned to the meeting and the meeting resumed.
From the discussions it was agreed that the Clerk would receive a pay rise to SCP 18 on the Salary scale.  The clerk is to find out what the ranges alongside the salary scales mean, to ensure that the SCP is the correct point for the clerk to be placed upon.  The Clerk will contact Finchampstead PC to see if they are able to assist on this matter.  The Clerk will let the council know and the final decision will be made at the January meeting of the council, where the budget will be finalised and agreed.
The Clerk will make the necessary changes ready for the January meeting where the budget will be reviewed and agreed by Council
20/380 Parish Office Operations – 
1. Email Protocol – 
Due to time constraints this item was deferred until the January meeting of the council
2. Medical Centre – Letter to the Secretary of State for Health
Mrs Stubbs raised the issue of the lack of health centres in the Borough.  The Council considered sending a letter to Rt Hon Matt Hancock MP regarding the issue.

It was agreed that a letter would be sent.  Mrs Stubbs will draft the letter and send to the Clerk to send out to all for agreement.
20/381 Councillors Forum
None

20/382 Date of next meeting
The next meeting of the council will be held on Tuesday 12th January 2021.  The venue and time will be confirmed nearer to the meeting date, depending on the guidance around the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 2.35 pm
These minutes are in DRAFT form and are subject to change
until signed as an accurate record at the next meeting

