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BARKHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the annual meeting of the Barkham Parish Council held on 4th May 2021 on the virtual platform Zoom at 7.30pm.
In accordance with the Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020 this meeting was held virtually. 
Present: Mrs Stubbs (in the Chair), Mr G Dexter, Mr Scott, Mr Heyliger, Mr Loader, Mrs Edwards, Mr Bundred, Mr Wrobel, Cllr Kaiser (WBC) and the Clerk. 
21/046 Election of Chairman
Proposed Chairman: Mrs Stubbs
Proposed by: Mr Loader
Seconded by: Mrs Edwards
Resolved: All Agreed – Mrs Stubbs was duly elected as the Chairman of the Council
21/047 Election of Vice Chairman

Proposed Vice Chairman: Mr Bundred
Proposed by: Mr Heyliger
Seconded by: Mr Dexter
Resolved: All Agreed – Mr Bundred was duly elected as the Vice-Chairman of the Council
21/048 Election of Representatives
Barkham Village Hall Management Committee – Mrs Edwards and Mr Wrobel
BALC – Mrs Stubbs and Mr Loader as deputy
WDALC – Mr Bundred and Mrs Stubbs as deputy
Parish Planning Control (Working Group): Mr Dexter, Mr Heyliger, and Mr Bundred 
Finance Committee – Mrs Stubbs, Mr Loader, Mrs Edwards and Mr Alborzpour 

Speed Watch Group – Renamed to Road Safety Committee - Mr Heyliger, Mr Bundred, Mr Dexter + 1 Resident – The Resident is a member of the committee, but does not have any voting rights.
Highways Committee (to include Greenways) – Mr Scott, Mr Bundred, Mrs Stubbs and Mrs Edwards
Trustees for Barkham Charity Trust – Mrs Stubbs,
Community Liaison Group with Crest – This will be shared amongst the Councillors, as and when meetings are arranged
Parish/Town Forum Meetings with WBC – Mrs Stubbs, and Mr Bundred (to act as deputy)
Neighbourhood Plan – Dissolved as completed 

District / Community Centre at Arborfield Green – Mr Dexter 
Parish Magazine – Mrs Stubbs, and Mr Bundred

CIL Advisory Committee - Mrs Stubbs, Mr Dexter, Mr Heyliger and Mr Bundred

WBC Climate Emergency – Mr Wrobel and Mr Loader (to act as deputy)
Mr Wrobel would like to attend committee meetings as they happen, to gain knowledge and understanding of the committees.
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21/049 To receive and accept any apologies for absence Local Government Act 1972 Sch12
Mr Alborzpour – No apologies received
21/050 To receive any declarations of interest on items on the Agenda (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012 (SI 2012/1464)
None
21/051 Minutes of the Council Meeting LGA 1972 Sch 12 para 41(1) – 
The minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 9th March 2021 were approved as a true record, they will be signed at the next physical meeting of the council.
21/052 Public Participation (allotted time 15 minutes) Public Bodies (admissions to meetings) Act 1960 s.1 extended by the LG Act 1972 s.100
Adjournment of the Meeting will be called if any members of the public wish to address the Council on any matters or concerns relating to Barkham.

None

21/053 Planning:
1. Planning Applications – To discuss and agree any comments or objections on planning applications received before 4th May 2021.  To include:
211081 - Barkham Farms, Barkham, Wokingham, Berkshire, RG40 4EX
Full application for EIA development for the proposed installation of a new 52ha solar farm for a temporary period of 25 years including underground grid connection between site and Electricity Distribution Centre, laying of internal access road, the erection of substation building security fencing and associated landscaping with approximately 3.4ha of tree planting for carbon sequestration.

Based on the views of residents who responded to the survey conducted by Barkham Parish Council (BPC) with all households and via online media in early March 2021, BPC supports the solar farm project being submitted under PA 211081.

 

Whilst BPC supports the project, support for the planning application in the current form will be conditional on the following issues and questions (as listed below) being satisfactorily addressed before determination. 

 

The questions submitted were:

 

Question             

1.       Section 4.1.23 recognises there are alternative routes for the new greenway and states that the Council is open to having discussions with relevant parties accordingly.  Some of these routes could lead to a safer crossing location for pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders, such as a Pegasus type, and away from the sensitive area around the heritage assets.  Can these exchanges be concluded before determination of PA211081?

2.       What is happening about the half acre of land for additional graveyard space requested by St James Church as we do not see any provision for this on the submitted plans?
Page 21/035
3.       Some planting schedules appear to be very heavy (density and height) and not appropriate to locations where a lighter screening would be more appropriate?

4.       Regarding the geophysical study of the site, when will this be carried out and the results known?

5.       At what stage in the process will all the Greenways be upgraded and how accessible will they be during the period of construction. especially Footpath 10 and 10a which are regularly used by walkers, especially during holiday periods?

6.       The plans show that the solar farm will be connected by an underground cable all the way down Barkham Road from Edneys Hill to the sub-station opposite the Leathern Bottel, what are the plans to mitigate the impact on traffic over the 20 weeks of construction period and will the road be resurfaced afterwards?

7.       The PA documents mention the expansion of the site into Rooks Nest Farm as being related to discussions with the tenant farmer at High Barn Farm, can WBC update us on the current situation given the email that the farmer recently sent to WBC and our local MP?

8.       There will now be sub-stations and transformer sheds on the site, what are the plans to paint these in subdued natural colours and to screen them from views on the existing footpaths and proposed new Greenway?

9.       There is mention of possible battery storage units on site, will this be the case or are these definitely ruled out?

10.  
The perimeter security deer fence shown in the Design Statement appears to be fully meshed from top to bottom. If this is intended, how will small wildlife habitats gain easy access to the solar farm, given the importance of preserving wildlife corridors?

11.   
How will the meadow grass under the solar panels be kept low and be properly maintained?  Will sheep be grazing within the site?

12.   
Regarding the farm security lighting, will this only be used for maintenance or will it be used during the construction phase to allow work to continue after dark during the winter months?

13.   
Given that the solar farm will now be used for 25 years versus 40 years previously, will the Greenways be preserved permanently at the end of the 25 years and the tree planting protected? Also, will the solar farm infrastructure including transformer sheds and sub-stations be permanently removed and the land returned to farming use?

14.   
Will WBC take advantage of the solar farm construction to provide nearby EV charging points at maybe Barkham Village Hall, Rooks Nest Wood car park, The Bull PH or elsewhere for the benefit of Barkham residents?

15.   
Will a fire risk assessment be carried out to ensure safe operation and access for the fire service?

 

And in addition to these we would like to highlight our concerns about HGV traffic using Barkham Street with this additional question:

 

16. Without causing gridlock how will HGV’s constructive traffic safely access the site given that Barkham Street has a 6’ 6” restricted width that prohibits all large vehicles except buses?

211011 - 344 Barkham Road, Barkham, RG41 4DE

Householder application for the proposed replacement of existing 1.8m wooden fence with 2.1m brick wall

BPC Object to this application on the grounds that the wall is too high, and there are concerns as to its structural stability.  It is not in keeping with the street scene.
211235 - Field access and Barn, Grange Farm, Barkham Road, Barkham, RG41 4TL
Full application for the proposed realignment of existing hardstanding to link the agricultural barn to the highway, together with amendments to the agricultural access and replacement gate.

No Comments

2. Report on Planning Applications agreed via email in April 2021
Application Number: 211024 Parcel V1S Arborfield SDL
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Application for approval of Reserved Matters pursuant to Outline Planning Consent O/2014/2280 dated 02/04/2015. The Reserved Matters (access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale) comprise details of 127 dwellings within parcel V1S with access via the Lakeside Bus Loop, associated internal access roads, parking, landscaping, open space, footpaths and drainage.

No comment.
210536 – 344 Barkham Road, Barkham, RG41 4DE

Full application for the proposed erection of 1no. three bedroom dwelling with associated parking and landscaping.

Barkham Parish Council (BPC) object to this application on the grounds that it does not have sufficient information to assess whether the scale of this application is commensurate with that of the earlier design approved under PA 170647, nor to determine the extent to which the neighbouring gardens will be overlooked.  This would be best achieved by the Planning Officer making a site visit.  
In 2017, approval was given to build a two-bedroom, single storey dwelling – PA 170647 – at this location.  BPC made no comment except to draw attention to the need for landscaping of the wall along Doles Barn Close.
Since then, there have been two further applications to build a four-bedroom two storey house on the same location.  BPC objected to PA 191882 in Jul 2019 on grounds of scale etc.  The application was refused and the subsequent appeal was dismissed.  In Apr 2020, BPC objected to PA 200864 for the same reason and again the application was refused.
This current application seeks to build a three-bedroom home over two floors but with reduced scale of that proposed in both PAs 191882 and 200864.
Lack of dimensions that can be compared with those given with PA 170647 makes it difficult to determine the relative scales.  The overall impression is that the footprint of this application has been increased by, say, 15% with equivalent height, if not slightly less.  The new roof line is busier and more complex, hence, more prominent than that for the simple bungalow design and not particularly attractive.  The assigned Planning Officer should be asked to confirm that, regardless of the internal configuration, the scale and impact of this proposal is indeed commensurate with that approved under PA 170647.
There is also a question whether the views from the upstairs dormer windows would allow the gardens to the rear of the proposed site and the neighbour to the side to be overlooked.  It is not possible to determine the extent these gardens would be overlooked from the road and we would ask the Planning Officer to make a site inspection accordingly.
The ‘Statement of Community Involvement’ seems to have little value.
BPC has requested Cllr Kaiser list this application to be reviewed by the full planning committee.
210307 – Land at Arborfield Green Development, Arborfield Garrison, Arborfield, Reading, RG2 9NW

Full application for the proposed change of use of land to provide Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspace (SANG).

No comment.
210488 – 14 Field Place, Wokingham, RG41 4EU

Householder application for the proposed erection of a single storey rear extension with the insertion of 1 no. rooflight, plus changes to fenestration.
No comment
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210869 – Reverie, 351C Barkham Road, Barkham, RG41 4DJ

Householder application for the part single part 2 storey side /rear extensions and single storey front extension along with changes to fenestration.

Barkham Parish Council (BPC) object to this application on the grounds that it is not evident that sufficient work has been done to overcome the original criticism as articulated by the Officer’s report for PA 202319, especially with respect to the overall bulk of the proposed extension, and recommend a further site visit.

BPC objected to an earlier application – PA 202319 – on grounds of scale, overdevelopment and impact on the street scene.  Although this application has reduced the volume of the proposed extension by not extending further to the sides of the property, the new roof line will still be a significant change to the street scene when viewed directly - but not out of keeping with its neighbour (Cherry Blossom House).  The proximity of the new upstairs wall to the neighbour (Cherry Blossom House) will close out an attractive gap that displays sky and greenery.  The overall depth with the extension to the rear and the new porch remains unchanged.
BPC has requested Cllr Kaiser list this application to be reviewed by the full planning committee.
Application Number: 210874 – Suncot, School Road, Barkham, Wokingham, RG41 4TR

Proposal: Full planning application for the proposed subdivision of the site and erection of 4 no. detached dwellings following demolition of existing outbuildings, with alterations to the existing access serving Suncot, provision of parking, boundary treatment, surface water attenuation measures and hard and soft landscaping.

Barkham Parish Council (BPC) object to this application on the grounds of overdevelopment.

In recent years there has been a plethora of planning applications of varying scale and purpose in the School Road area as follows: 

1. PA171186 Development of 18 dwellings at Langley Pond Farm – Apr 2017

2. PA171597 Development of 3 dwellings at Langley Pond Farm Livery Stables - Jun 2017

3. PA172165 Development of 70 dwellings at Oakwood View School Road – Sep 2017

4. PA180596 Development of 120 dwelling North and South of School Road – Mar 2018

5. PA203326 Phased Development and Change of Use of Woodlands Farm, Wood Lane to support the activities of a utilities contractor – Dec 2020.
All these applications were REFUSED for various reasons but there was a common under riding theme that each represented a detrimental intrusion into the countryside which would detract from the rural character an appearance.  This back-land infill proposal is no different.

When BPC commented on the inclusion of the site under the ‘Call for Sites’ to be considered as part of the Local Plan Update exercise, it recommended that this was not a suitable site for development for a number of reasons including:
1. Suncot is set back from School Road and has a large rear garden which, together with its neighbours, contributes to the rural nature of the area.

2. BPC understood that back-land development is discouraged as this would have an adverse effect on the environment and harm the amenity and privacy of neighbours.

3. Any development would add to the already congested School Road and there are often queues back towards Langley Common Road at peak times.

4. Facilities are limited and certainly not within the 800m (10 mins) walking distance that are deemed necessary for a sustainable site as laid out in the MDD report.  It should be noted that the bus service mentioned in the Design and Access Statement within 180m in Langley Common Road offers a very restricted service.

5. Development of the site would be contrary to the settlement separation area for the Arborfield SDL as detailed in Core Plan Policy CP18(5) nor does not comply with the limited number of exceptions as laid out in Core Plan Policy CP11.
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BPC continues to hold this position.
The site, as 5BA003, was deemed to be unsuitable when reviewed at the end of 2019 as reported in the LPU Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment (HELAA) for reasons that included:
1. It is poorly related to the existing settlement pattern.

2. Development would extend development along School Road and would contribute to the coalescence of the Arborfield SDL and Arborfield Cross.

3. Access would have to be via an existing residential curtilage and would contribute to traffic congestion on School Road.

The proposals go against Policy IRS1 of the Arborfield and Barkham Neighbourhood Plan which requires the protection of separation of settlements IRS3 to protect green spaces.

The restricted access to the site and limited parking places proposed to serve the four large houses proposed is further evidence of the overdevelopment of this location should this proposal be allowed to go ahead.

BPC has requested Cllr Kaiser list this application to be reviewed by the full planning committee.

Planning Appeals Ref: APP/X0360/C/21/3270397 

Wokingham Borough Council Planning Application Number: 210777 - Woodlands Farm, Wood Lane, Arborfield, RG41 4TS

Breach alleged:

i. Without planning permission, the material change of use of 'the Land' to a sui generis use of a contractors yard (including the storage of materials, equipment associated paraphernalia and parking of vehicles) and offices.

ii. Without planning permission the erection of two office buildings, the laying of hard surfacing, engineering operations to level the land, erection of security gates and fences. 

Barkham Parish Council thanks you for the opportunity to comment on this appeal but does not feel it is necessary to add to the points we made in our response made to the original Planning Application 203326 (Appendix A) especially with respect to:

1. The unauthorised use represents an inappropriate, unsustainable development which has an unacceptable visual impact on the character, amenity and appearance of the country side area.

2. The junction of Wood Lane and School Road is substandard in respect of highway design and visibility.

3. The unauthorised use of the land and increase in scale of development of the Land results in additional noise and disturbance which is detrimental to the amenities of the neighbouring residents.

The site and immediate area has an extensive, sometimes contentious planning history and approval, of this application would not have been consistent with the many other decisions in the locale.

We do feel it would be appropriate to comment on Section 2.3 in the Grounds of Appeal document submitted on behalf of the Applicant by ET Planning.  The letter dated 14 Sep 2020 gives no mention that operations had commenced that would have warranted a Temporary Stop Notice being issued then.  In fact, several statements would lead one to believe otherwise:

Page 1, Para 1) ‘They are establishing new premises in Berkshire …..’   Comment:  Acquiring Woodlands Farm etc is consistent with this statement but gives no mention that operations had commenced or would so do in advance any planning application being approved.

Page 1, Para 3) ‘ET planning will be preparing a full planning submission…..’  Comment:  This suggests that no response is being requested until the full details of the application had been submitted.

Page 1, Para 2)  ‘Please be assured ….. the application will be accompanied by a full suite of environmental and technical reports …..’  Comment:  Clearly more information was to be provided and no response could be made until it had been received.
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Page 2, Para 2)  ‘Whilst this company introduction letter is not the place for discussing merits of the proposed plan (still under preparation) …..’  Comment:  Quite correct.

Barkham Parish Council requests that this appeal is dismissed.

3.  Approved and Refused applications

210391 - 1 Japonica Close, Barkham, RG41 4XJ
Householder application for the proposed single storey side extension, first floor front extension and changes to fenestration

This application has been approved by WBC
163547 - Reading FC Training Ground, Park Lane, Finchampstead, Wokingham, Berkshire, RG404PT

Outline application (all matters reserved except access to the site) for up to 140 residential units (Use Class C3) and all associated parking, soft and hard landscaping within the site and ancillary works. (Means of access into the Site off Park Lane, demolition of existing buildings and 2.83ha of SANG to be determined in full detail).

This application has been approved by WBC
210488 - 14 Field Place, Wokingham, RG41 4EU
Householder application for the proposed erection of a single storey rear extension with the insertion of 1 no. rooflight, plus changes to fenestration.

This application has been approved by WBC
Appeal A: APP/X0360/C/19/3223247, Appeal B: APP/X0360/C/19/3223248 & Appeal C: APP/X0360/C/19/3223249 - Model Farm, Barkham Ride, Finchampstead, RG40 4EX
The breach of planning control as alleged in the notice is the material change of use of the land for the storage of vehicles.
Appeal A - Decision: The appeal is allowed on ground (d) & allowed on ground (g), Subject to these variations the enforcement notice is upheld and planning permission is refused.

Appeal B – Decision: The appeal is allowed on ground (d) & allowed on ground (g), subject to these variations the enforcement notice is upheld and planning permission is refused.

Appeal C – Decision: The appeal is allowed under ground (c) and the enforcement notice is quashed.
210536 - 344 Barkham Road, Barkham, RG41 4DE

Full application for the proposed erection of 1no. three bedroom dwelling with associated parking and landscaping.
This application has been refused by WBC
· Any Other Planning Business
Possible Tree Planting Opportunity 
The Council considered the possibility of planting trees at the rear of the Juniper Fields.  The Proposal is to plant trees provided by WBC at the fields, but should WBC not be able to provide the trees, BPC may need to consider CIL expenditure.  A suggestion has been made to create an opportunity to plant a memorial tree garden.  A letter needs to be sent to Cllr Kaiser, so that he can submit a request for this to be considered by WBC.
If any of the Councillors have any other suggestions as to locations for possible tree planting, they are to submit these to the Chairman, who will collate the locations for discussions at a later date.
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Church Yard Land – WBC is looking into this currently, so no action is needed at this time.
Mr Dexter raised that his article is due to be submitted to the BVRA Magazine.  He will draft the article and send out to all via email for approval of publication.
21/054 External Reports – Report from Ward Councillor Kaiser
WBC are currently in the middle of preparing for the Elections this week.  Once the elections have taken place, the Local Plan Update will be a priority.
WBC have reviewed its finances and it is in a very good position after the pandemic.

100% of WBC’c social housing meets decent standards for living.

95% of commercial property in the town centre is either under offer or under contract which is positive for the town.

9.28 pm – Vote to Continue – All agreed
21/055 Clerks Report
Land at Highlands Avenue

No progress has been made.  The Clerk has contacted the solicitors again, to request an update and awaits a response.

Item ongoing

Meeting with CEO

The Clerk has had contact from the CEO’s assistant and is awaiting suitable dates for this meeting to be held.

Item ongoing

Enforcement Issues

Model Farm – The Appeals have been heard and decided.  The Outcomes are listed in the approved and refused planning applications section of the minutes of the meeting - Item Closed

Barkham Manor Farm – This is under the appeal inspectorate.  The Appeal hearing was set for 10am on 29th April 2021 and was set to last 1 day.  A decision has not yet been announced

Land by Coppid Hill House – Due to the Covid situation Officers have not been able to inspect inside the premises.  The Officer dealing with the case is aware that the notice has not been complied with so will have to inspect inside all rooms in the building to check non-compliance, and follow with prosecution.  The Officer is hoping to somehow work round this as the compliance period expired a while ago.  The Officer will inform once this has been done.

The Coombes – 

White Heart Grove –The owners have removed the resultant building materials and have stored them on an adjacent piece of land that was not covered by the notice.  A new building has recently been constructed on a concrete foundation in a slightly different location that is the same size as the one that was removed. In the Enforcement Officers View, this is in breach of the notice and the injunction order. The owners of the plot claim this is a prior approval forestry building. The Officer has gathered evidence and these matters have been reported to WBC’s legal team to take action. There is also a matter of temporary uses (eg camping and exercise/therapy sessions) to which the woodland plot is being put. This is allowed for 56 days (doubled 
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from 28 days due to Covid) of the year but items have been on the land in relation to these activities for more than this and it is believed this counts towards the 56 days and makes future use(s) unauthorised. Further action is required. WBC is also still chasing appeal costs owed to them.

Land adjacent to White Heart Grove – storage of materials. A 28 day letter was sent to the ‘owner’ and the owners who were storing items there. A visit will be undertaken to check.

Plot B – removal of ditch culvert was required by 2 Dec 20 and 2nd storey on the water tank by 2 May 21. The Officer will carry out a visit to gather evidence for a prosecution if not complied with.

Beech Wood – Interim injunction in place to prevent deposit and storage of commercial waste. Negotiations ongoing in trying to get agreement to court undertakings to avoid returning to court.

Item ongoing

Phone box Adoption

The Clerk is waiting for a contact person at the MOD to be provided by CRATUS, so that permission can be sought for the transfer of ownership.

Item ongoing

21/056 Review and adoption of Parish Documentation 
The Council approved the continued use of the policies in place listed below:
Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and Polices.

Council approved the Standing Orders (Reviewed and re-adopted February 2021)

Council approved the Financial Regulations (Reviewed and re-adopted November 2019)

Operations

Council approved the Asset Register (Updated March 2021)

Finance Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 s.6

Council approved the Financial and Risk Assessment (Approved May 2018 Reviewed Annually)
21/057 Finance
1. Accounts – The Council agreed the accounts and payments for March to May 2021 LGA 1972 s150 (5)
	Payments for March to May 2021 for authorisation at Council meeting on 4th May 2021

	Payment Method
	Payee
	Amount
	For

	BACS
	Tivoli
	£28.80
	Bin emptying (March) LGA 1972 s111 - Paid in March

	S/O
	Staff Wages
	£945.32
	April 2021 salary - LGA 1972 s111 - Paid in April

	D/D
	Nest
	£92.95
	Pension Contribution Employer & Employee – April 2021 - LGA 1972 s111 - Paid in April

	D/D
	Plusnet
	£33.60
	Internet and phone charges – April 2021 - LGA 1972 s111 - Paid in April      

	D/D
	Lloyds Bank (Credit Card)
	£3.00
	Credit Card bill – March Payments - Paid in April
£3.00 – monthly fee. – LGA 1972 s111

	BACS
	Rialtas
	£ 148.80
	Accounting Software Package and support contract LGA 1972 s111 Paid in April

	BACS
	Morelock
	£411.60
	Brackets for Data Logger - LGA 1972 s111 – Paid in April

	S/O
	Staff Wages
	£945.32
	May 2021 salary - LGA 1972 s111 

	D/D
	Nest
	£92.95
	Pension Contribution Employer & Employee – May 2021 - LGA 1972 s111


Page 21/042
	D/D
	Plusnet
	£33.60
	Internet and phone charges – May 2021 - LGA 1972 s111      

	D/D
	Lloyds Bank (Credit Card)
	£3.00
	Credit Card bill – April Payments

£3.00 – monthly fee. – LGA 1972 s111

	BACS
	Tivoli
	£29.66
	Bin emptying (April) LGA 1972 s111

	BACS
	Tivoli
	£29.66
	Bin emptying (May) LGA 1972 s111

	BACS
	HALC
	£902.61
	Association Local Council Membership - LGA 1972 s143
BALC Fees – £673.41 
NALC Fees - £229.20 


The bank transactions will be authorised by Mrs Stubbs and Mr Heyliger

2. Report on Monies received
£120 – A1 – Advert Payment (received in March)
£50.75 – Nationwide – Interest Payments for financial year (1st April 2020 – 31st March 2021) (received in March)
£742.47 – HMRC – VAT reclaim
£6,556.00 – WBC – 1st Precept Payment

£50,253.12 – WBC – CIL Payment

£26,222.00 – WBC – 2nd Precept Payment

3. Speed Watch Equipment and Data Logger Brackets Purchase
The Clerk reported to the Council that a purchase had been made under delegated authority, with approval from both the Chairman of the Council and the Chairman of the Finance Committee for 6 brackets for the new data logger that had been purchased by the Council.  The brackets were required to be able to put up and leave in place in specified areas for the data logger to be deployed.  As the Council did not meet in April, delegated authority as listed in the Financial Regulations was used for the purchase.  The cost of the purchase was £411.60 and is included in the above table of expenditure.
4. Clerks CiLCA Qualification Pay Increase Local Government Act 1972 s.111 
The Council noted that the Clerk passed the CiLCA Qualification on 1st April, and as agreed at the budget setting meeting in January, the Clerks pay has been increased by 1 Salary Scale point for completion of the qualification.  The change in salary has been applied for the month of April.
5. Bank Signatories
The Council agreed to designate 2 new signatories being added to the bank mandates.  The new signatories to be added are Mrs Edwards and Mr Bundred.
6. Zoom Subscription Renewal – 
The Council discussed whether to continue with the Zoom subscription for informal meeting purposes, to minimise the risk from Covid 19.  It was agreed that the Zoom subscription will be kept for another year, to allow informal meeting with outside agencies to occur, and for the possibility of changes to legislation to allow Virtual meetings to take place.
7. Parish Online Mapping Software Local Government Act 1972 s.111 
The Council considered purchasing Parish online Mapping Software at a cost of £237.60, with a possible 10% discount if applied in time.  It was agreed to take on a year’s subscription to see how useful the software is.  Mr Wrobel offered to update the software with the Parish Information as required ready to be published.  The Clerk will place the order for the subscription.

8. CIL Monitoring Form The Community Infrastructure Levy Regulations 2010 s.62
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The Council discussed and approved the CIL Monitoring form for expenditure occurred in 2020/2021 financial year.  The Clerk will publish the form as required.
9. Grant applications 
The Council discussed the grant applications and amounts proposed by the finance committee for each application.  The Council agreed to the amounts as listed below to be paid in May.  The items in Yellow were agreed, but are not due to be paid until later in the year.

	Payee
	For:
	Legal power that the grant comes under
	Agreed Amount to be paid

	Royal British Legion 
	Wreath (to be paid in November)
	Local Government Act 1972 s.137
	£100.00 

	Royal British Legion 
	Costs for Remembrance Parade (to be paid in November)
	Local Government Act 1972 s.137
	£70.00 

	WADE 
	To maintain cost charges for users
	Local Government Act 1972 s.137
	£500.00

	Wokingham Job Support Centre
	To help continue to provide the free support
	Local Government Act 1972 s.137
	£400.00

	CRUSE
	Towards costs of providing services and to fund training for bereavement volunteers
	Local Government Act 1972 s.137
	£500.00

	ABC to read
	To help recruit and train new support volunteers to go in schools that service Barkham Children
	Local Government Act 1972 s.137
	£200.00

	The Sam Hosgood Sporting Endeavour Award
	Applications received towards end of year for Council to decide
	Local Government Act 1972 s.137
	£1500.00

	Home Start – Wokingham District
	To continue to provide support to vulnerable families
	Local Government Act 1972 s.137
	£500.00

	The Link Visiting Scheme
	To help support the befriending service for the elderly
	Local Government Act 1972 s.137
	£300

	Total (S137)
	 
	 
	£4,070.00

	
	
	
	

	Citizens Advice Bureau
	For continuing service providing advice and support
	Local Government Act 1972, s.142
	£1,000.00

	Barkham Village Hall
	For mowing of grass
	Local Government Act 1972, s.133
HA 1980 s.96
	£3,500.00

	St James PCC Burial ground grant 
	Maintenance of cemetery
	Local Government Act 1972, s.214(6)
	£2,295.00

	Keep Mobile 
	To help maintain service levels to users
	Local Government and Rating Act 1997, s.26-28
Transport Act 1985 s.106(a)
	£750.00

	BVRA contribution towards newsletter  
	To part cover printing costs of the magazine
	Local Government Act 1972, s.142
	£250.00
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	Me2 Club
	To help support Children with additional needs in participating in leisure activities
	Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 s.19
	£500.00

	Total other grants
	 
	 
	£8295.00

	Total of all grants
	 
	 
	£12,365.00


21/058 Approval and signing of Parish Accounts for the Financial Year End Internal Audit Accounts & Audit Regulations 2003 reg 2
1. Internal Audit Report
Council received a report on the internal audit.  The report is unqualified and only one recommendation has been made, which the Clerk will action, that is to send quarterly income and expenditure reports to the full Council rather than just the Finance Committee
2. Year End Accounts
Council reviewed the Income and Expenditure report for the last financial year and approved the accounts for the Year End. 

The Unity Trust Current Account Bank balance as of the 31st March 2021 was £ 70,852.78

The Unity Trust Savings Account Bank balance as of the 31st March 2021 was £ 75,288.91.

The Natwest Savings Account Bank balance as of the 31st March 2021 was £85,005.87
The Nationwide Savings Account Bank balance as of the 31st March 2021 was £85,000.00

3. Approval and signing of Annual Governance Statement for the Financial Year End 

Council approved the Annual Governance Statement for the Annual Audit, it will be duly signed by Mrs Stubbs Chairman of the council and Mrs Tims, Clerk and RFO of the Council.  The Clerk will take the documents to Mrs Stubbs on Wednesday 5th May for signing due to the Covid-19 restrictions.

4. Approval and signing of Annual Accounting Statement for the Financial Year End 

Council approved the Annual Accounting Statement for the Annual Audit, it will be duly signed by Mrs Stubbs Chairman of the council and Mrs Tims, Clerk and RFO of the Council. The Clerk will take the documents to Mrs Stubbs on Wednesday 5th May for signing due to the Covid-19 restrictions.
Mr Loader thanked the Clerk for putting together all the required documentation and the time it has taken.  This was seconded by Mr Wrobel and all of the Council.
21/059 Parish Office Operations – 
1. Scheme of Delegation Local Government Act 1972 S.101
The Council reviewed the Scheme of Delegation for the Council.  The Council voted and all agreed to adopt the Scheme of Delegation for use by the Council.
2. Meeting dates of the Parish Council
The Council considered its meetings up until at least July 2021 for safety with regards to the ongoing Pandemic. The law enabling virtual meetings ceases from the 7th May 2021 meaning meetings will need to 
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be held face to face from this date.  The Council decided to leave the meetings as planned, and will consider whether to hold the meeting, nearer to the date, to determine if it can safely meet.  There is a possibility that the meeting could take place outside to minimise the risk to attendees, this will be looked into.
21/060 Councillors Forum
None
There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.08 pm.
