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BARKHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the annual meeting of the Barkham Parish Council held on 13th July 2021 in the Studio Hall, Arborfield Green Community Centre at 7.30pm.
Strict following of Covid Guidance was adhered to during the meeting.
Present: Mrs Stubbs (in the Chair), Mr G Dexter, Mr Scott, Mr Heyliger, Mr Wrobel, and the Clerk. 
21/061 To receive and accept any apologies for absence Local Government Act 1972 Sch12
Mrs Edwards – On holiday

Mr Bundred – Unwell
Mr Loader – COVID 19 Shielding

Mr Alborzpour – No Apologies Received
Cllr Kaiser – On Holiday
21/062 To receive any declarations of interest on items on the agenda (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012 (SI 2012/1464)
None
21/063 Minutes of the Council Meeting LGA 1972 Sch 12 para 41(1) – 
The minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 4th May 2021 were approved and signed as a true record.  All approved minutes of the virtually held meetings were signed as a true record at this meeting.
21/064 Public Participation (allotted time 15 minutes) Public Bodies (admissions to meetings) Act 1960 s.1 extended by the LG Act 1972 s.100
Adjournment of the Meeting will be called if any members of the public wish to address the Council on any matters or concerns relating to Barkham.

None.  1 Resident attended to listen to the meeting.
21/065 Planning:
1. Planning Applications – To discuss and agree any comments or objections on planning applications received before 13th July 2021.  To include:
211825 - Roseholme, Barkham Road, Barkham, RG41 4DJ

Householder application for the proposed erection of part two storey, part single storey rear extension with 1 no. rooflight and Juliet balcony, following demolition of existing conservatory.

Barkham Parish Council have no comments on this application

212078 - 8 Aggisters Lane, Barkham, RG41 4DN
Householder application for the proposed erection of a single storey rear extension, the insertion of 2 no. rooflights and the conversion of existing garage facilitated by changes to fenestration.
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Barkham Parish Council have no comments on this application

211937 - 31 Barkham Ride, Barkham, RG40 4EX

Full planning application for the proposed use of land for stationing of 8 no. mobile homes for residential purposes. (Revised layout further to the grant of planning permissions 191809 and 193402.)

Barkham Parish Council (BPC) object to this application. 

BPC question whether the mobile homes are needed, there is creeping development of the site, and this increases traffic on this already busy road.

BPC note that the decision notice for 193402 included a number of quite demanding conditions re materials, drainage, SuDS, contamination, parking/turning spaces, cycle parking and landscaping.  BPC can see no evidence that these have been addressed in any way in the plans or design statement submitted.  Relating to these conditions, there are also concerns over drainage of the surface water from the said site, that regularly flows into Rooks Nest Woods and floods the pathway making it unusable. If this new application is approved, then all these points need to be actioned.

BPC can see no evidence in the plans that provision has been made to create areas to aid collection and storage of waste.

Please refuse this application.

212159 - 53 Sandy Lane, Barkham, RG41 4SS

Application for the prior approval of the erection of a single storey rear extension, which would extend beyond the rear wall of the original house by 5.8m, for which the maximum height would be 3.6m and the height of the eaves 3.09m.

Barkham Parish Council have no comments on this application

212328 - 337 Barkham Road Wokingham RG41 4DJ
Householder application for the proposed erection of a first floor rear extension, conversion of loft space to form additional habitable accommodation with 1 no. skylight, plus changes to fenestration.

Barkham Parish Council had no comments on this application, but will wait until nearer the consultation end date to see if any residents have and comments to consider.  Any comments will be agreed via delegated authority.
2. Report on Planning Applications agreed via email under Delegated Authority in May and June 2021:
211235 – Field access and Barn, Grange Farm, Barkham Road, Barkham, RG41 4TL

Full application for the proposed realignment of existing hardstanding to link the agricultural barn to the highway, together with amendments to the agricultural access and replacement gate.

Comments Submitted 18th May 2021:
Since making our initial ‘no comment’ response to Planning Application 211235 on Thu 06 May 2021, Barkham Parish Council’s attention has been drawn to certain aspects of this proposal and we feel it is appropriate to now comment and lodge an objection.  

The area affected is located in a prominent position with panoramic views and is visible from Barkham Road – a Green Route.  It is just outside an Area of Special Character and adjacent to a listed building.  
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We object to the proposals for the following reasons:

Assertions made in the Planning Statement, Section 4, are misleading in that the decision relation to PA 210194 made it clear that any hardstanding proposed was not included in that approval and would have to be the subject of a further application.  Hence, this is not about relocating the hardstanding, it is about seeking initial approval.

1. The proposed hardstanding is outside the development limits and would significantly change the nature of the landscape.  It would not be in keeping with Policy IRS1(e) of the Arborfield and Barkham Neighbourhood Plan which seeks to protect the ‘distinctive character of the varied Landscapes of the area and outstanding views.

2. The new hardstanding areas proposed are large, appear to be excessive and whatever will be stored on them will further compound the above-mentioned change to the landscape.

3. The intended use of the hardstanding areas has not been declared.  The implication that it would be used for farming purposes may not be the case because of the scale and that farm vehicles are designed to go over rough terrain.

211180 - 5 Broom Grove, Barkham, RG41 4TX
Householder application for the proposed conversion of existing garage to create habitable space, and the erection of a first floor extension.

Comments Submitted DATE: 27.05.2021
No Comments

211603 - 32 The Lilacs, Barkham, Wokingham, RG41 4UT

Householder application for proposed conversion of existing garage to create habitable accommodation.

Comments Submitted DATE: 27.05.2021

No Comments

211588 - 16 Field Place, Wokingham, RG41 4EU
Householder application for the proposed erection of a single storey rear extension, including the insertion of 2no. roof lights, following demolition of existing rear extension, plus changes to fenestration.

Comments Submitted DATE: 27.05.2021

No Comments

211673 - 8 Hornbeam Place, Arborfield, Wokingham, RG2 9GL

Householder application for the proposed erection of a single storey rear extension, following demolition of existing rear extension.

Comments Submitted DATE: 27.05.2021

No Comments

211744 - 1 The Shires, Barkham, Wokingham, RG41 4SZ

Full planning application for the proposed erection of a roadside boundary close board fence, following removal of existing fence. (Part Retrospective)

Comments Submitted DATE: 09.06.2021

No Comments

203616 - Hogwood Farm, Sheerlands Road, Arborfield, Wokingham, RG40 4QY

Application for approval of Reserved Matters pursuant to Outline Planning Consent O/2014/2179 (as varied by 181194, dated 14/11/2018). The Reserved Matters comprise details of 235 dwellings across parcels P2, P3 & P7 with access via development parcel P1 and the proposed Nine Mile Ride Extension 
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bus loop; emergency access via Sheerlands Road, associated internal access roads, parking, provision of Public Open Space (PG1), children’s play areas including a LEAP, LAP and LLAP and NEAP, together with parking, cycleways, footpaths, landscaping and sustainable urban drainage systems (SuDS). Details of access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale to be considered. Re-consultation on revised plans: amendment to application red line boundary within open space area AGS1 (green spine east of parcel P7/8), minor alterations to road, open space and housing layout within parcels P2,3 & 7, amendments to hard and soft landscaping scheme, clarification of drainage scheme.

Comments Submitted DATE: 30.06.2021

No Comments

211947 - 354a Barkham Road, Barkham, Wokingham, RG41 4DE

Householder application for the proposed erection of a single storey side extension, erection of a part first floor part two storey rear extension with 2 no. Juliet balconies to the rear elevation, installation of 2 no. roof lights to the side elevation, plus changes to fenestration.

Comments Submitted DATE: 30.06.2021

Barkham Parish Council have concerns whether the Juliet Balconies will cause any overlooking of neighbour’s properties, which could affect their privacy. There are also questions as to whether there is any impact of the side extension with respect to the boundary. 

Barkham Parish Council request that the Planning Officer makes a site visit prior to determination to assess any impact on the neighbours with respect to being overlooked and the proximity of the side extension to the boundary. 

3. Approved and Refused Applications:
211011 - 344 Barkham Road, Barkham, RG41 4DE
Householder application for the proposed replacement of existing 1.8m wooden fence with 2.1m brick wall

This application was approved by WBC
211603 - 32 The Lilacs, Barkham, Wokingham, RG41 4UT

Householder application for proposed conversion of existing garage to create habitable accommodation.

This application was approved by WBC
210869 - Reverie, 351C Barkham Road, Barkham, RG41 4DJ

Householder application for the proposed erection of a part single, part two storey side/rear extensions with front and rear dormers, and single storey front extension along with changes to fenestration, following demolition of existing garage and utility room

This application was approved by WBC
210874 - Suncot, School Road, Barkham, Wokingham, RG41 4TR

Full planning application for the proposed subdivision of the site and erection of 4 no. detached dwellings following demolition of existing outbuildings, with alterations to the existing access serving 
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Suncot, provision of parking, boundary treatment, surface water attenuation measures and hard and soft landscaping.

This application was refused by WBC
211673 - 8 Hornbeam Place, Arborfield, Wokingham, RG2 9GL

Householder application for the proposed erection of a single storey rear extension, following demolition of existing rear extension.

This application was approved by WBC
211235 - Field access and Barn, Grange Farm, Barkham Road, Barkham, RG41 4TL

Full application for the proposed hardstanding access to link the agricultural barn to the highway, together with amendments to the agricultural access and replacement gate.

This application was approved by WBC
211588 - 16 Field Place, Wokingham, RG41 4EU

Householder application for the proposed erection of a single storey rear extension, including the insertion of 2no. roof lights, following demolition of existing rear extension, plus changes to fenestration.

This application was approved by WBC
203626 - Honeysuckle Lodge and Pine Lodge, Commonfield Lane, Barkham, Wokingham, RG40 4PR

Full planning application for the proposed subdivision of existing 3no. pitch gypsy traveller site to provide 8no. pitches (net increase of 5no. pitches), with ancillary day rooms, storage buildings and parking following demolition of existing buildings.

This application was approved by WBC
211947 - 354a Barkham Road, Barkham, Wokingham, RG41 4DE

Householder application for the proposed erection of a single storey side extension, erection of a part first floor part two storey rear extension with 2 no. Juliet balconies to the rear elevation, installation of 2 no. roof lights to the side elevation, plus changes to fenestration.

This application was approved by WBC
4. Any Other Planning Business
Mr Dexter raised the Grange Farm application, that had plans resubmitted, but not communicated to the council, the decision was then made before the revised date for determination, so BPC were unable to submit amended comments.  The Clerk is to write a letter of complaint to WBC as the changes, which were deemed as trivial by the planning officer, were not trivial and should have been reconsulted.
Mr Heyliger asked if there was any progress with regards to the Stables at Coppid Hill House.  The Officer had not been in due to Covid restrictions, but as these are now being lifted, the visit should be allowed to occur.  The Clerk will ask for an update and a date for when the visit will occur.
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Mrs Stubbs raised the activity at 17-19 Sandy Lane.  There have been more roof tops appearing.  The Clerk will report this to Enforcement.
21/066 Road Safety Committee - Committee Terms of Reference (TOR) 
The Council reviewed the draft Terms of Reference for the Road Safety Committee which includes an annual expenditure of £500 as part of the TORs for the committee.  The Council unanimously agreed and adopted the Terms of Reference.
21/067 Finance
1. Delegated Authority Report – Report on Finances agreed and Payments made under Delegated Authority in May to June 2021:

· Increase of frequency to the emptying of the bin at The Coombes to twice weekly.  The cost for twice weekly emptying of the bin is £49.44 exc. VAT.  It was agreed by a majority of the Councillors (6 out of 9). Date of Agreement: 13th May 2021
· Agreement of payments for May to June The payments for June were approved by the Finance Committee to be paid.  All payments were scheduled payments and were within the budget.  Date of Agreement: 9th June 2021
	Payments for May to June 2021 authorised by Finance Committee under delegated Authority

	Payment Method
	Payee
	Amount
	For

	S/O
	Staff Wages
	£945.12
	June 2021 salary – LGA 1972 s111 - 

	D/D
	Nest
	£92.95
	Pension Contribution Employer & Employee – June 2021 – LGA 1972 s111 - 

	D/D
	Plusnet
	£33.60
	Internet and phone charges – June 2021 – LGA 1972 s111 

	DD
	Lloyds Bank (Credit Card)
	£3.00
	Credit Card bill – May Payments 

£3.00 – monthly fee. – LGA 1972 s111

	BACS
	Tivoli
	£59.33
	Bin emptying (June) LGA 1972 s111


Date of Agreement: 17th June 2021
	BACS
	Abracadabra Distribution
	£385.56
	Distribution of the Village Infor Magazine LGA 1972 s142


2. Accounts – Proposal to agree accounts and payments for June to July 2021 LGA 1972 s150 (5)
	Payments for June to July 2021 for authorisation at Council meeting on 13th July 2021

	BACS
	Staff Wages
	£945.32
	July 2021 salary - LGA 1972 s111 

	BACS
	Nest
	£92.95
	Pension Contribution Employer & Employee – July 2021 - LGA 1972 s111

	BACS
	Plusnet
	£33.60
	Internet and phone charges – July 2021 - LGA 1972 s111      

	DD
	Lloyds Bank (Credit Card)
	£310.86
	Credit Card bill – June Payments

£3.00 – monthly fee. – LGA 1972 s111
£290.66 – Magazine Printing – LGA 1972 s142

£3.00 – Title Plan purchase to help with planning issue. – LGA 1972 s111
£4.00 – Poundland – Cleaning Items for Office – LGA 1972 s111

	BACS
	Tivoli
	£59.33
	Bin emptying (July) LGA 1972 s111

	BACS
	HMRC
	£260.90
	Tax and NI Payments 1st Quarter (April – June) LGA 1972 s111
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	BACS
	Amazon
	£ 21.87
	Payments for orders in June: LGA 1972 s111
£6.99 – Face masks for provision at face to face meetings

£7.99 – Hand sanitiser for meetings and office

£6.89 – Laminating Pouches

	BACS
	Netwise
	£360.00
	Website and email hosting package LGA 1972 s111

	BACS
	Staff Expenses
	£51.74
	Mileage & parking for April – June 2021 - LGA 1972 s111

	DD
	Unity Trust
	£28.96
	Quarterly Bank Charge - LGA 1972 s111

	DD
	Unity Trust
	£0.50
	Manual Credit Charge for paying in cash at bank LGA 1972 s111

	BACS
	Councillor Training Expense
	£7.28
	Training Parking Charge - LGA 1972 s111

	BACS
	D. Carr
	£260.00
	Magazine Design LGA 1972 s142


The Payments will be authorised by Mrs Stubbs and Mr Heyliger
3. Report on Monies received
£8.50 – History Book Sale – Received in May
£28.96 – Bank Charges refund

4. Quarterly Income and Expenditure Report 
The Council received and reviewed the quarterly income and expenditure report.  There were no queries or discrepancies.
5. CIL Expenditure – Hazebroucke Meadows Footpath - CIL Regulations 2010 (as amended), Regulation 59c
The Council agreed to the expenditure of CIL of up to £10,000 to create a usable footpath by the School Children accessing Bohunt School through the Hazebrouck Meadow SANG.  The Cost is expected to be £15,000 and will be shared with Finchampstead Parish Council, a contingency has been allowed should there be unforeseen costs involved.  
6. Bus Stops – Local Government Miscellaneous Provisions Act 1953 s.4
1. The Council has been asked by WBC (as per WBC Policy that new bus stops installed will be the responsibility of the Parishes to maintain) to take on 10 new bus stops that will be installed in the Arborfield Green Development.  WBC will fund standard bus stops to be installed and the Parish Council will take on the maintenance of the stops, alternatively, the Parish Council can opt for a ‘green roof’ bus stop, which will cost an extra £2000 per shelter, payable by the parish council. The ‘green roof’ bus stops are more expensive to maintain than standard bus stops. 

The Council do not agree with WBC’s Policy, and will not agree to take on the finance of items that have not been agreed to or been involved in, without further consultation.  There are a few questions that the Council would like an answer to before a final decision can be made:
1. What is the schedule of implementation for these bus stops?

2. Why hasn’t the parish council been consulted on the locations of the bus stops?

3. How many buses will be using the route per hour?

4. Will the bus stops have the digital information screens attached?

5. What is the estimated ongoing maintenance cost for the stops?

The Clerk will raise these questions with WBC and will report bac.  A final decision will then be made either via delegated authority or at the next meeting.

2. The Parish Owned Bus Stop at Aggisters Lane has been vandalised.  The Council agreed to the clerk obtaining quotes to get the bus stop, and their 2 other owned bus stops, cleaned and checked by a company, to be agreed by delegated authority in August if necessary.
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21/068 CIL Projects
The Council reviewed the project list and the priorities as recommended by the CIL Advisory Committee after the recent meeting of the committee.  The Council agreed for the committee to undertake further investigations into 4 projects to be reported back at the September meeting of the Council.  The Projects are:
· Electric Vehicle Charge Points

· Tree & Wildflower planting at The Junipers

· Possible Electricity supply to The Junipers Field

· VAS Signs

21/069 Councillors Forum
Mr Scott raised the level crossing traffic lights timing.  In 2015 when the new station approach opened, the lights were set to give Barkham Road a priority until all the traffic had cleared the road, this was temporarily suspended due to the road works in the town centre, and has never been re-implemented.  The system, when implemented worked well, and meant that the traffic was only sitting stationary whilst the barriers were down.  The extended time waiting to clear the crossing, is causing increased pollution, and this needs to be raised with WBC.

Mr Scott is to draft a letter to the head of the highways and transport department, Cllr Jorgensen and Cllr Kaiser raising the issue and the problem of pollution.  To obtain quantifiable data to support the information in the letter, Mr Wrobel and Mrs Stubbs will do a traffic counting exercise at the crossing, to count how long the barriers are down for, how long the light then turns green for and how many cars are able to cross the crossing before the light turns red again.
Mr Wrobel reported that the Xmap software that the council has subscribed to is going well.  A speed watch layer is in the process of being created and is nearly at the point where it can be published.  Mr Wrobel asked for other layers that need to be created.  An asset location map, will be a useful layer.

Mrs Stubbs reported that she had recently attended a meeting with Arborfield Green Community, WBC and Crest.  Both Mrs Stubbs and a councillor from Finchampstead raised at the meeting, that there were no definitive figures of how many houses were now occupied.  There is an estimated amount of around 700 occupied houses.  A point was also raised that there was no map showing the development, with the new houses that have already been built and where the remaining parcels were.  The Council’s only ever receive snippets when the parcels are under the planning application process and is very piecemeal.  Mr Corrigan from WBC said that this should not be a problem to create, and would look into it.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.00 pm.
